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Genesis 14 & 22 
 
Genesis 14:17-20  Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who 
were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the 
King’s Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a 
priest of God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said, 
“Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 
20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” 
He gave him a tenth of all. 
 
Melchizedek is an important character for several reasons. 
 
Psalm 110:4  The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, “You are a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”  [Messianic prophecy] 
 
Hebrews 7:1-3  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met 
Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom 
also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils, was first of all, by the translation of 
his name, king of righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. 
3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor 
end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually. 
 
The name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness.”  He is king of Salem, and Salem is the 
original Jerusalem.  He is both priest and king.  He is a worshipper and priest of the Most High 
God.  Note that he served Abram bread and wine – does that make you think of the Lord’s 
Supper?  Melchizedek blessed Abram and he blessed God Most High. 
 
Many scholars believe Melchizedek is a type or picture or foreshadowing of Christ.  Genesis 14 
says that Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all. This is the first mention of a tithe in the Bible. 
 
The tithe is a biblical concept.  It is God’s plan for giving.  This is an area of disobedience for 
many Christians. 
 
Malachi 3:8-10 "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we 
robbed Thee?' In tithes and offerings. 9 "You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, 
the whole nation of you! 10 "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be 
food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you 
the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 
 

The people of Israel were not tithing, and God said they were robbing Him.  They were missing 
a blessing because they were not tithing.  Tithing is a true, measureable test of faith.  God is 
saying? “Do you trust Me?”  Faith tests are often counter-intuitive.  God says, Trust Me.  Give 
me a tenth of what you make first, and I will make sure you have enough.  Tithing teaches us 
to put God first in our lives. 
 
Look at Malachi 3:10  "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 
My house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the 
windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 



Tithing is a faith test; therefore, not tithing indicates a problem. 
 
An Obedience Problem: If I don't want to tithe, I have a relationship problem. 
A Stewardship Problem: If I can't afford to tithe, I have a management problem. 
A Faith Problem: If I am afraid to give this today because God may not provide tomorrow, 
 I have a faith problem. 
 
Someone may be thinking, “Why is the preacher preaching on giving?  Is the church in 
trouble?”  No.  Our finances are sound.  I want you to know that you are in trouble if you are 
not tithing.  You are disobedient, you are robbing God, and you are missing out on a blessing. 
I want you to know God wants you to tithe, and I want you to know you will be blessed by 
tithing. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-9  Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he 
who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in 
his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is 
able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you 
may have an abundance for every good deed; 
 
When Paul writes about sowing sparingly, he is talking about giving. It matters to God how we 
give.  God leaves the choice up to us.  He does not send us a bill.  He does not have a collector 
call.  He wants us to give because we want to give.  He wants us to give with a cheerful heart.  
He wants us to give because it is good for us to give.  A giving heart is a big heart.  A giving 
heart is a healthy heart. 
 
It also seems that God blesses us when we give.  I don’t give so I will receive a blessing.  I 
began giving out of obedience and some fear. I am afraid to not tithe because I believe that 
everything I receive comes from God.  I even tithe on money I receive for my birthday.  But I 
have grown to love to give.  Jane and I tithe, and we give a significant amount to the Building 
Fund, and we give beyond that.  God has always blessed us, and we have always had enough. 
 

Proverbs 3:9-10  Honor the Lord from your wealth And from the first of all your produce; 
10 So your barns will be filled with plenty And your vats will overflow with new wine. 
 
Luke 6:38   Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—
pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be 
measured to you in return.” 
 
What is the motivation for giving?  What is our example for giving?  Let’s look at a familiar text. 
 
Genesis 22:1-2  Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take now your son, your only son, 
whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering 
on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” 
 
Abraham has followed God for many years. He has counted the stars.  He has held the miracle 
baby.  Now God wants Abram to kill him.  This seems like a horrible request from God.  Is 
Abraham OK with this? Abraham immediately obeyed.  This is amazing. 



Timothy Keller sheds some light on this – Abraham knew for God to ask Abraham to murder 
would have been horrible, but God didn’t ask for murder – God asked for sacrifice.  In Biblical 
culture the first-born belonged to God.  The first fruits of harvest were God’s.  The first born of 
animals were God’s.  The firstborn children belonged to God.  
 
Exodus 13:1  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first 
offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.” 
 
Though God has the right to the first born, He has never called in the debt.  God has always 
accepted ransom.  In Numbers, God lays out the price for the firstborn. 
 
Numbers 18:15-16  Every first issue of the womb of all flesh, whether man or animal, which 
they offer to the Lord, shall be yours; nevertheless the firstborn of man you shall surely 
redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. 16 As to their redemption 
price, from a month old you shall redeem them, by your valuation, five shekels in silver …. 
 
God now wants the firstborn to pay the price for sin.  Has God changed His mind?  Is this a new 
way God will operate?  Will God now make us pay what we owe because of our sin? 
 
Genesis 22:3  So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose 
and went to the place of which God had told him.  
 
Abraham got up and did the work.  He had servants to do this, but he did it himself.  He got up 
early.  He probably had a hard time sleeping.  Did he wrestle?  Did he know he had to obey and 
there was no need to delay. 
 
Genesis 22:4-5 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. 
5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over 
there; and we will worship and return to you.” 
 
It took three days to get to Moriah.  Three days of waiting.  Three days of praying.  Abraham 
offers a glimmer of hope in verse 5 … we will worship and return to you. Is this another 
example of faith?  Hebrews says Abraham thought God might raise Isaac. 
 
Hebrews 11:17-19  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; 18 it was he to whom it was 
said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” 19 He considered that God is able to raise 
people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type. 
 
The story in Genesis 22 has moved rather quickly. History was passed down orally.  This story is 
foundational.  It was passed from generation to generation. Now narration slows down: 
 
Genesis 22:6-8  Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and 
he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac 
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he 
said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the 
two of them walked on together. 



Isaac speaks, “Where is the lamb?”  Don’t we ask that?  Where is the lamb?  Where is the 
sacrifice? We fear God will make us pay for our sins.  We are guilty.  Sometimes we think we 
have gone too far and God has had enough and God says, “Now you have to pay!” 
 
Notice Abraham’s response:  “God will provide for Himself a lamb.”  Literally, God will see to it. 
“God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 
 
Genesis 22:9-14  Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built 
the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But 
the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from Me.” 13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram 
caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up 
for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 14 Abraham called the name of that place The 
Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.” 
 
They came to the place.  Abraham built the altar – arranged the wood – bound Isaac. 
Takes the knife, raises it – then the Angel of the Lord called, “Abraham, Abraham … 
 
God stopped Abraham.  God provided a ram, a substitute.  An animal died in the place of Isaac. 
This is a story packed with urgency.  We think it is about Abraham and Isaac.  We forget it is 
about us. We forget the knife is raised over our heads. And we need a substitute. 
 
Isaac could not have paid the price for our sins. The ram could not be a substitute for our sins – 
Hebrews 10:4  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 
 
Why did they travel three days to perform this sacrifice?  Why did God have to show Abraham 
a specific place?   
 
2 Chronicles 3:1  Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount 
Moriah ….  Think about mountains around Jerusalem: Mt. Moriah, Mt. Zion, Mt. of Olives, and 
Mount Calvary.  I believe Jesus was crucified in the place where Abraham built the altar. 
 
This time the cross was prepared, Jesus was crucified, and no one stopped the sacrifice and 
Jesus was the Lamb of God Who died in our place.  God provided a substitute for us in Jesus. 
 
Hebrews 10:10  By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 
 
Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 
who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with 
Him freely give us all things? 
 
On Valentine’s Day we think about love.  There is no greater example of love than the cross.  
God gave His only Son, Jesus gave His life for you.  What will you give in return?  Will you give 
10%? That does not seem like much in light of the cross.  Will you give your life to Jesus?  He 
wants all of you.  Jesus wants your heart. 


