
God’s Covenant with David – a Coming King                                   March 20, 2016 am 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
As we track God’s covenants that point to Messiah, we make a big jump in the story to David.   
We are skipping a lot of great stories, spiritual truths, and important history.   
 
In Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy God developed the covenant relationship in the 
wilderness.  There was a pattern of sin, punishment, repentance, obedience. In Joshua we see 
fulfillment of Covenant prophecies – not completely fulfilled -- the Israelites move into the 
Promised Land but they do not completely defeat the Philistines.  Judges is filled with interesting 
stories but there is chaos, confusion, and futility.  The pattern continued: the people sinned, were 
judged by God, cried for help, then a judge – a deliverer came and defeated the enemy and there 
was peace until the process repeated.  
 
The last verse in Judges says: 25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes. 
 
1. Give us a king like all the other nations 
 
I Samuel 8:4-7  Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; 
5 and they said to him, “Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. 
Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing was displeasing in the 
sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 
7 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, 
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. 
 
They wanted a king like the other nations – so God gave them one. 
They got Saul – tall, handsome, power hungry, vengeful, selfish, and not wise. 
 
Be careful what you wish for: It is a dangerous thing to settle for the best man has to offer.  Hope 
is not found in a political solution that is disconnected from God.  My hope is built on nothing less 
than … getting a new president? … than Jesus blood and righteousness. 
 
2. God looks at the Heart 
 
I Samuel 16:1  Now the Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself among his sons.” 
 
Jesse brought in his sons and when Samuel saw the first one, he thought he was the king.  He 
looked kingly.  Notice what happened. 
 
I Samuel 16:6-7  When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
is before Him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
 



Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.  Look at the heart when 
considering a leader, when considering a spouse, when training up a child.  It is the heart that 
matters.  
 
I Samuel 16:11  And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the children?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send 
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 
 
Jesse didn’t even invite David to the interview to be king.  He was the runt.  Are you overlooked 
by man?  Does your family not believe in you?  None of that matters to God.  God looked at 
David’s heart.  God saw what others could not see.  Are you more interested in how you look 
physically or spiritually?  Are you more interested in what man can see or what God sees? 
 
3. The Heart of David 
 

A. David brought peace and possessed the land.  He defeated the Philistines. 
B. He centralized gov’t in Jerusalem 
C. He ruled as God wishes man would rule.  David ruled under the authority of God.  God is 

Lord over all. God wanted Adam to rule over creation under the authority of God. But 
Adam rebelled and did his own thing and tried to be his own lord.  

 
David brought the Ark to Jerusalem (I’m skipping some important stories here). The Ark 
represented the throne of God and David brought it to the seat of government.  David’s act 
implied he wanted to bring the throne of God to stand over his throne.  David was saying, I am 
king, but I am not the ultimate King. [This is the kind of man we want in the White House.] 
 
4. A House for God     [Turn in your Bibles to 2 Samuel 7] 
 
2 Samuel 7:1-3  Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the Lord had given him 
rest on every side from all his enemies, 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I 
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells within tent curtains.” 3 Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.”  [This sounded good to Nathan, 
but he did not talk to God about it.  We must always seek the Lord.] 
 
4 But in the same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and say to My 
servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? 
6 For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even 
to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have 
gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I 
commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of 
cedar?’”’    
 
God had not asked anyone to build Him a house.  The Tabernacle was great for the wilderness 
wandering.  It is interesting to note that David wanted to do something for God.  David didn’t just 
want God to do more for him.  David didn’t say, “What is the least I can do and serve God?”  No. 
David wanted to do something special for God.  Even when God told David he could not build the 
house for Him, David did not pout.  David began to gather the materials so his son could build a 
house for God.  David wanted to do for God.  David wanted God to get the glory.  What are you 
doing for God? 



2 Samuel 7:8-11a  “Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel. 
9 I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth. 
10 I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in 
their own place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as 
formerly, 11 even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your enemies.  [This sounds like an echo of God’s words to Abraham in Gen. 
12.] 
 
The Lord also declares to you that the Lord will make a house for you. 12 When your days are 
complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will 
come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him and he will be 
a son to Me; [if] he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of 
the sons of men, 15 but My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from 
Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall endure before 
Me forever; your throne shall be established forever.”’” 
 
You want to build Me a house?  I will make a house for you.  When your days are complete.  I will 
raise up your descendent after you … (near and far fulfillment) 
 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever: The family of David did rule over Israel for 
about four centuries, but was eventually removed because of evil added upon evil. Yet out of the 
"stump" of Jesse, God raised up a new branch that would reign for ever and ever (Isaiah 11:1-2).  
Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 
Your throne shall be established forever: God promises David that the reign of his dynasty will 
last forever. Each of these great promises was partially fulfilled in Solomon, David's son and 
successor to his throne. 
 
But the prophets start to write about a greater fulfillment of these promises – one foreshadowed: 
The One who will crush the serpent’s head.  Gen. 3 
The Ram caught in the bushes.  Gen. 22       The Passover Lamb.  Ex. 12 
The coming King from the line of David  2 Sam. 7 
 
Jeremiah 23:5-6 Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, that I will raise to David a Branch of 
righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute righteousness in the earth.... Now this 
is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon 
His shoulder… Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it … 
from that time forward, even forever. 
 
Luke 1:31-33  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call 
His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/Isa/11/1-2/s_690001


The King does come.  On Palm Sunday the people celebrated the coming of the King to Jerusalem: 
 
Matthew 21:4-9   This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold your King is coming to you, 
Gentle, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 7 and brought the donkey and 
the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat on the coats. 8 Most of the crowd spread their 
coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the 
road. 9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
God's promises to David are completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
- Jesus does reign, and will reign on David's throne forever 
- The Father's mercies never departed from Jesus, even when He was made sin for us 
- Jesus is building the Father a magnificent house in the sense that we are God's temples and the 
church is God's new house 
 
I Corinthians 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. 
 
I Peter 2:5  you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus came the first time, not on a war horse, but on a donkey.  He came humbly to establish a 
spiritual kingdom, to save us – not from the Romans, but to save us from our sins.  Some people 
missed Jesus the first time because they had wrong expectation for Messiah. 
Jesus is coming again.  No one will miss His second coming. 
 
What a glorious difference, from His first coming to His second coming! 
 
First Coming                     Second Coming 
Came to die                      Comes to reign 
Came to take sinner’s place            Comes to execute judgment 
Came as a Lamb                   Comes as Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
Came to save the lost              Comes to take vengeance 
Messenger of love                           Righteous Judge 
Came in greatest humility           Comes in incredible power and glory 
Wore a robe of shame, mocked       Comes to sit upon the throne of glory 
Staggered under a cross            Comes riding a white horse 
Wore a crown of thorns             Will be crowned King of kings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


