
Lasting Lessons from the Life of Lot                                               April 24, 2016 am 
Genesis 13:5-13 
 
1. Lot Strayed 
 
Lot was Abraham’s nephew.  He travelled with Abram when they left Ur and Haran. 
God blessed Abram and because Lot was with Abram, he was blessed, too. 
 
When their flocks became so large, there was conflict, probably over grazing land and water, so 
they had to separate.  Abram rightfully had first choice, but Abram gave Lot the choice. 
 
10 Lot looked around and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well 
watered, like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan 
and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: 12 Abram lived in the land of 
Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. 
13 Now the people of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord. 
 
Lot looked toward Sodom, pitched his tent near Sodom, eventually we see that Lot moved to 
Sodom.  Genesis 14:12  … since he was living in Sodom. 
 
Psalm 1:1  Blessed is the man 
     Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
     Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
    Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
 
Note the downward progression: he walks around the edges of the ungodly, then he moves 
closer and stands in the group, at last he is seated in the middle of scornful, ungodly sinners. 
We must be careful about who and what we allow to influence us. 
 
I Corinthians 15:33  Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.” 
 
This is why we invest money into our children’s and student programs.  Our students need a 
positive peer group.  There are a lot of bad influences in the world today.  It is harder now than 
ever for our students to find positive influences.  We have intentionally sacrificed financially to 
build first class space for preschoolers, children, and youth.  I want to thank those that are 
giving to the Building Fund above their regular tithes and offerings. 
 
Let’s see how we are doing on paying on our loan: 
 
 
 

Month Owed Paid 
August 2015 $18,900 $40,000 
September $18,900 $53,900 

October $18,900 $31,900 
November $18,900 $30,000 
December $18,900 $40,000 



January 2016 $18,900 $54,159 
February $18,900 $40,390 

March $18,900 $55,000 
April $18,900 $46,000 

 
We have paid down over $300,000 in principal in nine months.  We want to pay this loan off as 
soon as we can.  We have sacrificed to provide a positive place and a positive peer group for 
our students.  I say it is worth the investment.  We will have at least 15 babies to dedicate on 
Mother’s Day and three more on Father’s Day this year.  
 
Lot strayed: One step in the wrong direction can lead to a pathway filled with pain. 
Every alcoholic begins with one drink …. 
Every addict begins with one use of drugs, one trip to the casino, one click on the computer to 
see porn. 
A businessman stays late to work with his secretary … 
I’ll skip church this Sunday … 
 
Which direction is your tent facing?       Lot strayed 
 
2. Lot stayed 
 
What was it like when Lot moved into Sodom?  Did the sinful state of the city bother him?  Was 
he shocked by the behavior he saw?   
 
2 Peter 2:7-8 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved 
conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 
 
Did Lot lie to himself and say, “This won’t hurt me or my wife?”  Did he lie to himself and say, “I 
can allow my children to live in this environment without it harming them?”  Did he say, “It will 
be good for business?”  Did he say, “I will make a difference?”  Lot went against his godly 
convictions to stay in Sodom.  Be warned: Compromise is always Costly. 
 
Genesis 14 tells us that Lot was kidnapped by some marauding kings.  Lot, his family, and all his 
possessions were carried away.  Abraham gathered 318 trained men and went and rescued Lot.  
Lot returned to the area with his family and his possessions. 
 
This could have been a wake up call for Lot.  He could have said, “That was a close call. I’m 
going to get a fresh start.  I’m going to move out of Sodom.”  But he didn’t.  He stayed. 
 
How many times does God warn us before we get into trouble?  He always warns us. 
 
I Corinthians 10:13  No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And 
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 
14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 



God always gives us a way out!  God tells us to flee from sin.  We are not to see how close we 
can get to the fire without being burned.  We are not to see how close we can live to sin 
without getting sucked in.  We are to flee immorality. 
 
How many people have begged God for a second chance?  How many people have been given a 
second chance and then they go right back to their old way of life? 
 
Not only did Lot stay, but he became a leader in the city.  Genesis 19 shows Lot sitting in the 
city gate.  He had become some type of civic leader.  Lot left God behind to become a leader in 
Sin City.  Maybe Lot thought he would influence the city, but the city influenced him. Lot moved 
into Sodom and Sodom moved into Lot. 
 
Have you been drawn into a sinful situation?  At first it bothered you, but you rationalized that 
it really wouldn’t hurt?  Are you now comfortable living in sin?  Has God given you a way out, 
but you have decided to continue to live in sin? 
 
Lot looked toward Sodom, he pitched his tent toward Sodom, he moved to Sodom and now Lot 
has become a leader in sin city.  How is that going to work out for Lot? 
 
Lot strayed. 
Lot stayed. 
Lot paid. 
 
3. Lot paid   [Genesis 19] 
 
Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. 
When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 And 
he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s house, and spend the 
night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” They said however, 
“No, but we shall spend the night in the square.” 3 Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned 
aside to him and entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened 
bread, and they ate. 4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, 
surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 5 and they 
called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to 
us that we may have relations with them.” 6 But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and 
shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly. 8 Now behold, 
I have two daughters who have not had relations with man; please let me bring them out to 
you, and do to them whatever you like; only do nothing to these men, inasmuch as they have 
come under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand aside.” Furthermore, they said, 
“This one came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you 
worse than them.” So they pressed hard against Lot and came near to break the door. 
 
The angels had to practically drag Lot and his family out of Sodom. 
 
A. Lot lost his witness through compromise.  Why weren’t more people saved in Sodom? 
When God told Abraham He was going to destroy Sodom Abraham prayed and God agreed to 
not destroy Sodom and Gomorrah if there were ten righteous people living there.  Lot had lost 
his witness and he had not led anyone to Christ. 



B. Lost the respect of the men in the city.  Genesis 19:9 … “This one came in as an alien, and 
already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” 
 
C. Lot lost the respect of his sons-in-law.  They thought he was kidding when he told them 
Sodom would be destroyed. v. 14.  They stayed in Sodom and Lot lost them, too. 
 
D. Lot lost all his possessions – he sacrificed his values for the sake of business and he lost it all.   
 
E. Lot lost his wife.  She looked back longing for Sodom.  She loved life in the sinful city more 
than life with Lot.  She regretted the destruction of Sodom. Even though she had left Sodom, 
she turned into a pillar of salt (v. 26). She longed to go back and so her fate was the same as 
those who were in Sodom.  The condition of her heart was more telling than the placement of 
her feet. 
 
If a man does not want to live for God on earth, God does not force him to live with God in 
eternity. See Luke 17:32-33 in a discussion of the second coming: 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 
33 Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life will preserve it. 
 
F. Lot lost the respect of his daughters. 
Genesis 19:31-32  Then the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a 
man on earth to come in to us after the manner of the earth. 32 Come, let us make our father 
drink wine, and let us lie with him that we may preserve our family through our father.” 
 
They gained perverted thoughts in a perverted place. 
 
They thought they had to do something drastic to preserve the family line.  It never occurred to 
them to trust God. 
 
They got their father drunk two nights in a row and slept with him and each became pregnant.  
[They had lost everything and are living in a cave, but they managed to have some wine on 
hand – what does that tell you about their lifestyle?] 
 
"Ironically, in his own drunkenness Lot carried out the shameful act that he himself had 
suggested to the men of Sodom: he lay with his own daughters." (Sailhamer) 
 
The Moabites and the Ammonites came from these unholy unions.  Not surprisingly they 
became enemies of the people of God.  Compromise is always costly. 
 
Invitation: 
 
Where are you?  Have you strayed and you are moving away from God.  A move away from God 
is a move toward sin.  To repent means to turn around and come back to God.  Are you living in 
sin and you are comfortable there?  That is a dangerous sign your heart is growing hard toward 
the things of God.  If you stay in sin you will pay a heavy price.  Repent and return to God. 
 
 
Evangelist Kenneth Bobo first preached this outline, Dr. Kenny Digby added to the sermon, Dr. Ronald Meeks 
refined it, and I have borrowed and added to it yet again. 


