
Count the Cost of Following Jesus                              August 7, 2016 am 
Matthew 13:44-45        Parable 1 
 
It takes a year of full-time training to try to climb Mt. Everest.  It costs at least $30,000, and as 
much as $100,000 to make the attempt.  Until 1996 one in four died trying, now the numbers 
are better – but still, for every 100 that make it to the top, 14 die, and another 10% die on the 
way down.  It is amazing how much some will pay and some will risk to climb the highest 
mountain in the world.  It is not a commitment to be entered into lightly.  Neither is the 
commitment to follow Jesus. 
 
1. The Kingdom Defined  
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is the realm over which Christ Himself is the undisputed King of kings 
and Lord of lords.  His Lordship is fully operational … all who truly belong to the Kingdom of 
heaven have formally yielded to Christ’s lordship.  A person enters the Kingdom when he is 
saved and he gains citizenship in heaven. -- John MacArthur 
 
Philippians 3:20  But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Right now, the Kingdom is a spiritual dominion, not an earthly geopolitical realm.   
 
Luke 17:20-21  Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 
Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor 
will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 
John 18:36  … My kingdom is not of this realm.” 
 
One day Jesus will visibly rule the entire universe. 
 
Revelation 11:15  Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and 
He will reign forever and ever.” 
 
2. Is it Free to Enter the Kingdom? 
 
You can’t buy your way in – if you could deposit every dollar you have ever made and will ever 
make in your bank account and if someone gave you a check for the replacement value of every 
single thing you own, and you deposited that check into your bank account, you still could not 
buy your way into heaven.   
 
You can’t earn your way in – you cannot be religious enough, moral enough, smart enough, 
generous enough, or anything enough to earn your way into heaven. 
 
Psalm 49:6-8  those who trust in their wealth and boast of their great riches? 
7 No one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for them— 
8 the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough— 
 
 



3. It is Costly to Enter the Kingdom 
 
Jesus is the only One Who could pay your way into the Kingdom.  He paid with His life. 
 
I Peter 1:18-19  knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold 
from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
It is very costly to enter the Kingdom.  It costs so much that it is impossible for us to pay or earn 
our way into heaven.  Jesus was the only person who could pay our way into heaven and He did 
so by giving His life when He was crucified on the cross. 
 
Nevertheless, Jesus tells these two parables to remind us that we must count the cost before 
we follow Christ.  In America we have so focused on the fact that Jesus paid it all that we have 
lost sight of the fact that it still costs us something to follow Christ. 
 
This is a paradox.  This fact produces tension, but the Christian life is filled with these types of 
tensions.  The parables highlight them.  Look at these two one sentence parables:  44 “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and 
from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 
A man found something so valuable that he sold everything he owned in order to get it.  He was 
so overjoyed by the value of what he discovered that he gladly sold everything he owned in 
order to gain the treasure. 
 
One man bought a field; the other man bought a pearl.  Land and pearls were wise investments 
in Jesus’ day.  They increased in value over time.  Wise investors diversified their holdings. But 
these men did exactly what any savvy investment advisor warned against.  One man sold 
everything and bought one field.  The other sold everything and bought one pearl. 
 
What is Jesus saying?  It is going to cost you everything to enter the Kingdom of God. 
 
“What!!  Wait just a doggone minute, you spent a lot of time making the point that I couldn’t 
pay, that I couldn’t earn it, that I didn’t have enough, that I wasn’t good enough and now you 
say it is going to cost me everything!  I want to go to heaven, but I don’t want to give up 
everything.  I don’t get it.”      I’m afraid a lot of people don’t get it. 
 
Philippians 3:8-9   What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God 
on the basis of faith. 
 
 



4. The Kingdom is not Superficially Visible 
 
The Kingdom is not obvious to those who don’t know God.  Spiritual realities cannot be 
naturally perceived and are not appreciated by the lost. 
 
I Corinthians 2:14  The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the 
Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
discerned only through the Spirit.  Christians often lose sight of the Kingdom, too. 
 
5. Entering the Kingdom is a Personal Choice 
 
The key figure in both parables is an individual.  We must individually decide to surrender to the 
Lordship of Christ.  The Jews thought that being a part of the nation of Israel was enough to 
bring them favor with God, but it was not. You are not saved because your parents are saved.  
You are not a Christian because you are an American.  You are not saved until you surrender to 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 2:28-29  For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is 
outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. 
 
6. Saving Faith has a High Cost  
 
We’ve established that we can’t buy our way into heaven and we can’t earn our way there.  We 
are saved by faith.  But saving faith is not merely head knowledge – believing the right facts.  
Saving faith is not a temporary agreement that we make with God while He bails us out of 
trouble.  Saving faith is not like purchasing a fire insurance policy.  Saving faith is not a physical 
act like walking down the aisle or raising your hand.  Saving faith means letting go of 
everything and giving up the idea that anything can gain us merit with God.  Saving faith is total 
surrender to Jesus. 
 
Jesus often turned people away when their faith proved superficial and lacking in real 
commitment.  [Luke 9:57-62] 
 
Matthew 10:37-39  Whoever loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And whoever does not 
take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
 
Yes, Jesus Paid It All -- but ALL to Him I Owe. 
 
We must count the cost before we commit to following Jesus. 
But before you reject Jesus, count the cost of not following Him. 
 
Philippians 3:18-21  For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, 
many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, 



by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
 
How much is it worth to you to go to heaven instead of hell? 
How much is it worth to you to have a relationship with God? 
 
These men in the parables sold everything to buy what they valued.  If you had to sell 
everything what would be the hardest thing for you to sell?   What if God told you to sell only 
that one thing? 
 
If God told you to give up one thing to follow Him, what is the one thing you would NOT want 
Him to ask you to give up?  Is this one thing keeping you from God?  Is this one thing keeping 
you from being all that God created you to be? 
 
It costs you everything to follow Jesus.  Are you holding anything back from Him? 
 
Jim Elliot: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 
 
One more thing: 
When I asked you to think of one thing you would not want to give up – what did you think of? 
 
Now ask yourself: does this one thing cause me to get further from God or closer? 
Does this one thing cause me to sin or does it cause me to be more like Jesus? 
Does this one thing bring glory to me or does it bring glory to God? 
 
If the one thing you thought of helps you get closer to God, and be more like Jesus, and bring 
glory to God, then that may be where your passion and giftedness intersect and you should try 
to do that more. 
 
 


