
“Confidence In Times Of Uncertainty…” 
Joshua 3:1-11 

 
Would you agree that we live in an age (world) of rapid change and great uncertainty…? 
Maybe some of us are here today with some questions about tomorrow: 
 
Will I be able to care for my parents…?  
Is my job secured…?  
Will I be able to retire…? 
I am retired but will my income last…?  
What will happen to my children…?  
Will I live to see my children grow up…?  
Will my health get better or worse…?  
What will happen if Hilary is elected…? (or Trump…?)  
What will be of our nation…? 
Will we suffer persecutions…?  
 
Times of uncertainty tend to produce fear of tomorrow that steals our focus and energy for 
today… In such times, we need a solid place to stand…!! In times of uncertainty, it is good to 
know we serve a God who doesn’t change…!! 
 
Times of uncertainty are not new – the book of Joshua begins with times of uncertainty 
after the death of Moses and God calling Joshua to lead Israel into the Promised Land… Our 
text tells us about God’s leading and directions for His people as they traveled a way they 
had not passed before -- the crossing of the Jordan when its banks overflowed – and as God 
parted the great waters with Moses, He did it again here with Joshua: 
 

Read (Joshua 3:1-11): 
 

1 “Early the next morning Joshua and all the Israelites left Acacia Grove and arrived at the 
banks of the Jordan River, where they camped before crossing. 
2 Three days later the Israelite officers went through the camp, 
3 giving these instructions to the people: “When you see the Levitical priests carrying the 
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, move out from your positions and follow the Ark. 
4 Since you have never traveled this way before, the Ark will guide you. Stay about half a 
mile[b] behind them, keeping a clear distance between you and the Ark. Make sure you 
don’t come any closer.” 
5 Then Joshua told the people, “Purify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do great 
wonders among you.” 
6 In the morning Joshua said to the priests, “Lift up the Ark of the Covenant and lead the 
people across the river.” And so they started out and went ahead of the people. 
7 The Lord told (promised) Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a great leader in the 
eyes of all the Israelites. They will know that I am with you, just as I was with Moses…” 
8 Give this command to the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant: ‘When you reach the 
banks of the Jordan River, take a few steps into the river and stop there.’” 



9 So Joshua told the Israelites, “Come and listen to what the Lord your God says.  
10 Today you will know that the living God is among you. He will surely drive out the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites ahead of you. 
11 Look, the Ark of the Covenant, which belongs to the Lord of the whole earth, will lead 
you across the Jordan River…” 
 
We may not be Israel crossing the Jordan River - but we are a people living in challenging 
and changing days - our nation is facing serious issues, terrorism, immorality, bad economy, 
sicknesses, and many are facing discouraging personal issues in their homes, relationships, 
jobs --- but should we let days like today make us “fearful” people…?  
 
What is the Biblical response to times of uncertainty…? Note -- for 40 years as Israel 
wandered in the wilderness, the Ark (representing God’s presence and commitment to His 
people) had been in their camp (or midst) -- while here it was placed in front and they were 
instructed to follow… 
 
Confidence in times of uncertainty is found not only in having Jesus’ presence in our midst 
but also in positioning ourselves under His daily leading -- under His “Lordship…” 
 
What is certain when Jesus is Lord of our lives and leading us during times of uncertainty…? 
I believe there are some Biblical CERTAINTIES from our text about the crossing of the Jordan 
River that God (who doesn’t change) wants to write in our hearts today: 
 
 
1. He will GUIDE us through those unknown places…  
 
V3-4a, 
[3] These instructions were given to the people: "When you see the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your 
positions and follow it. [4] Then you will know the way to go, since you have never passed 
this way before…" 
 
When facing what is unknown (life in general) -– we don’t need a formula or a detailed map 
– but a vital relationship with Jesus Christ who is, knows, leads, and opens the way: 
 
John 10:9-10, 
“Yes, I am the door. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will go in and out 
and find good pastures. The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to 
give them abundant and satisfying life…” 
 
Isaiah 30:19-21, 
[19] “O people of Zion, you will weep no more. He will be gracious if you ask for help. He 
will surely respond to the sound of your cries. [20] Though the Lord gave you adversity for 
food and suffering for drink, he will still be with you to teach you. You will see your teacher 
with your own eyes. [21] Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, ‘this 



is the way you should go, whether to the right or to the left...’” 
 
 
2. He will GRACE us with unfailing promises... 
 
V7, 
"The Lord told Joshua, “Today I will begin to make you a great leader in the eyes of all the 
Israelites. They will know that I am with you, just as I was with Moses..." 
 
God who kept all His promises to Joshua (who perhaps was discouraged after Moses’ death 
--- Joshua 1:2-3… 5… 9) is the same God who has given us in His Word sure promises: 
 
Isaiah 43:2-3, 
[2] "When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of 
difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned and 
the flames will not consume you. For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior..." 
 
2 Peter 1:3-4, 
[3] By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have 
received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his 
marvelous glory and excellence.  
[4] And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. 
These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s 
corruption caused by human desires..." 
 
Hebrews 6:18-19, 
[18] "So God has given both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchangeable 
because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can 
have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before us.  
[19] This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls..." 
 
 
3. He will GUARD us with unlimited protection…  
 
V15-16, 
[15] "It was the harvest season so the Jordan was overflowing its banks. But as soon as the 
feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark touched the water at the river’s edge,  
[16] the water above began backing up a great distance away from the town called Adam, 
which is near Zarethan, all the way to the Salt Sea (that is, the Dead Sea), these waters were 
completely cut off then all the people crossed over near to the town of Jericho…" 
 
Can we see a picture of the Gospel above…? As the Ark of the Covenant went down into the 
chilly waters of Jordan (which means Judgment) so Jesus went to Calvary for the sins of the 
first man “Adam” to the last man that will ever live -- so that through faith in Him lost 



humanity could be saved…!! God dealt with our sins at Calvary... The sins of every believer in 
Christ have already been judged when He died on the cross --- and since Jesus rose from the 
grave, people can be made right with God through faith in Him today… This is good news…!! 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21, 
"For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be 
made right with God through (trusting) Christ..." 
 
John 10:27-28, 
[27] "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. [28] I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me..." 
 
 
4. He will GRANT us to see His unique power... 
 
V5,  
"And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for tomorrow the Lord will do 
wonders among you..." 
 
Psalm 107:23-24, 
[23] "They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business (our Father's business) in great 
waters; [24] These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep..." 
 
Luke 5:3-6, 
[3] "And Jesus entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would 
thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. [4] 
Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught. [5] And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the 
night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. [6] And when 
they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake..." 

 
(ILL – My family and I saw this when we got lost in Peru...!!) 
 
In days like today -- It is good to know that Jesus is the good, great, and glorious 
Shepherd...!! Is Jesus your Shepherd today...? He wants to be…!! He can be…!! Don’t 
journey through life and into the next alone…!! Let Jesus lead you and part the waters…!! 
 
 
PRAY -- Psalm 23:1-6 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not lack. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for His Name’s 
sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are 
with me: Your rod and Your staff comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies. You have anointed my head with oil, my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the House of the Lord God forever…” 


