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Lesson 1 Text pages 1-16 
 Study guide 9-20 

 

ACTIVITY:  List favorite movies/books “of all time”.  What do they all have in 
common? 

I.  Prologue 

The Epic Story of Our Lives 

“We won’t begin to understand our lives … until we understand the story in which we 
have found ourselves.”  (15) 

a. Life Is A Story. 

It unfolds like a drama.   

b. Story Is How We Figure Things Out. 

Story is the language of the heart. 

Stories shed light on our lives. 

c. We Have Lost Our Story. 

With every step of our lives we enter into the middle of some story which we are 
certain to misunderstand. 

Science does not provide the answers most of us require. 

We’ve settled for uncertainty – we can’t really know. 

d. There Is A Larger Story. 

Every good story has the same ingredients:  Love, adventure, danger, heroism, 
romance, sacrifice, the battle of good and evil, unlikely heroes, insurmountable odds, 
and a little fellowship that in hope beyond hope pulls through in the end. 
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All of the great stories borrow from the Story.  From Reality. 

There is a Story written on the human heart. 

e. EPIC 

We won’t begin to understand our lives, or what this so-called gospel is that 
Christianity speaks of, until we understand the Story in which we have found 
ourselves.  

Questions: 

1.  If life is a story, what is the plot? 
2. What is your role to play? 
3. If there is meaning to this life, then why do our days seem so random? 
4. If there is a God, what sort of story is He telling here? 
5. Is it the kind of tale you have hoped for or dreamed of living?  Why or why not? 

Theology 

The Bible is written primarily as stories and Jesus teaches primarily through stories (parables).  The 
Gospels themselves are also stories about Jesus, which apparently is the best way to get to know him! 

By using the concept of Story, it is not to say that Christianity is untrue. 

God has created a reality for mankind to liv in, and that reality unfolds like a great story. 

Reality is a Story, and the best way to appreciate it, to understand it, is through story. 

Key Scripture: 

• Ecclesiastes 3:11  He has planted eternity in the human heart.   
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EPIC:  The Story God is Telling i 
STUDY NOTES ii 

By John Eldredge 

SEE ALSO:  http://www.epicreality.com/  

Lesson 2 Text pages 17-27 
 Study guide 21-30 

 

ACTIVITY:  Disassemble something  (Puzzle??)  What is the chance of this item 
reassembling simply by chance after being shaken or dropped?  How is this 
concept similar to the Big Bang Theory and other explanations of Creation? 

I. Act One:  Eternal Love 

Real.  Enduring.  Anticipated.  Welcoming.  Dependable. 

“There is a Life that existed before our own, an EPIC already underway.”  (27) 

We are reaching back to things prior to Genesis. 

In the ancient past there was a fellowship, a heroic intimacy, something called the 
Trinity. 

How wonderful to discover that God has never been alone.  He has always been Trinity 
– Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  God has always been a fellowship.  This whole Story 
began with something relational. 

The earth has all the marks of an artist’s hand … it reflects personality. 

One of the deepest of all human longings is the longing to belong.  We are relational to 
the core.  We are born out of the laughter of the Trinity. 

a. Invited Up and In 

Life, ultimately, doesn’t rest on our shoulders, but invites us up into it.   

We need to know that love is real, that it endures, that a world of love is planned for 
us and waits for us, and that we can count on it. 

There was a Life that exited before our own, an Epic already under way. 

Questions: 
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1.  How can human personality have come from something impersonal? 
2. If our origins are impersonal and accidental, then why are we for the most part totally 

dissatisfied with that answer? 
3. Aren’t the greatest joys and memories of your life associated with family, friendship, or 

falling in love? 
4. Aren’t your deepest wounds somehow connected to someone also, to a failure of 

relationship? 
5. What is the apostle John describing in John 1-1-2 and what does this passage say about “the 

beginning” of the story?  What does it say about God? 
6. Have you ever thought about what occupied God before He created the world?  What have 

you pictured God doing in eternity past? 
7. The triune God is ultimately relational.  Would you describe yourself as relational?  Would 

others? 
8. Did you know that longing came from God? 
9. One of the realities of a Larger Story is that Life is not all about you.  You’re precious, 

important, and valuable; you have a crucial role to play.  But this story is about something 
bigger than you.  Does that disturb, comfort, discourage, anger, or bring clarity to you? 

10. Have you thought of God as being part of your story this week? 
11. Have you thought of yourself as being part of God’s story this week?  How? 

Theology: 

God is Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Thus, God is relational. 

That core human longing for relationship is evidence of what we were created for as image 
bearers of the God who is Trinity.  

The God of Trinity longs to invite us into relationship with him. 

Key Scripture: 

• Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
• Genesis 1:26  Let us make man in our image. 
• I Peter 1:1-2     I am writing to God’s chosen people who are living as foreigners in the 

provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.[a] 2 God the Father knew 
you and chose you long ago, and his Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you have 
obeyed him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

• Jeremiah 24:7  I will give them hearts that recognize me as the LORD. They will 
be my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me wholeheartedly. 

• John 1:1-3  In the beginning the Word already existed.  The Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything 
through him, and nothing was created except through him. 

• John 1:4  Life itself was in him. 
• John 15:26  “But I will send you the Advocate[a]—the Spirit of truth. He will come to 

you from the Father and will testify all about me. 
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• John 17:3,24  3 And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.   24 Father, I want these whom 
you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you 
gave me because you loved me even before the world began! 

• Matthew 28:19  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,[a] baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

• Matthew 3:16-17  After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were 
opened[a] and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. 17 And 
a voice from heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” 
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EPIC:  The Story God is Telling i 
STUDY NOTES ii 

By John Eldredge 

SEE ALSO:  http://www.epicreality.com/  

Lesson 3 Text pages 28-40 
 Study guide 31-42 

 

ACTIVITY:  Read/discuss The Devil’s Advocate scene/script selection.  (Script 
at end.  Read or play DVD.  CAUTION:  Language and Adult Themes!!)  
Discuss the Devil’s perception of life. 

 

I. Act Two:  The Entrance of Evil 

What is it going to take for us to take evil seriously? 

“Evil has entered the story and God’s own heart has been called into question.”  (40) 

Every story has a villain because yours does. 

We are not alone.  This universe is inhabited by other beings; we share the stage with 
other players. 

a. Angelic Power 

Real angels are mighty, glorious, dreadful beings, more powerful than you can 
imagine. 

b. Foreshadow 

We live in two worlds – or in one world with two halves, part that we can see and 
part that we cannot.  We are urged … to act as though the unseen world is, in fact, 
more weighty and more real and more dangerous than the part of reality we can see. 

We are urged for our own welfare, to act as though the unseen world (the rest of 
reality) is, in fact, more weighty and more real and more dangerous than the part of 
reality we can see. 

c. Betrayal and Mutiny 
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I am staggered by the level of naiveté that most people live with regarding evil. 

Power is not the same thing as Goodness. 

Evil has entered the story in dreadful form, and God’s own heart has been called 
into question. 

Questions: 

1.  What is it going to take for us to take evil seriously? 
2. Is God truly good?  Is He holding out on us? 
3. Have you lived as though your story has a villain?  How or why  not? 
4. What questions does the reality of evil raise for you? 
5. “We are not alone.”  React to this reality.  What does this stir up in you? 
6. “We are urged for our own welfare, to act as though the unseen world (the rest of reality) is, 

in fact, more weighty and more real and more dangerous than the part of reality we can see.”  
Is that how you’ve lived your life?  Is that how you see the world? 

7. In the past, who have you blamed for the pain and sorrows of life? 
8. “This universe is at war.”  How would you live differently if you believed this to be true? 
9. Do you live your life as if the devil doesn’t exist or are you so focused upon him that you see 

him behind every inconvenience? 
10. What in your life, your story, do you now understand may very well have been the work of 

the villain?  What has he tried to steal, kill, or destroy from you in the past? What is he 
currently assaulting you with (lies, accusation, shame, guilt, temptation, etc.)?  What are you 
going to do about it? 

Theology: 
Many believers do not take Satan’s existence or scriptural warnings and instructions about 
him seriously; thus, his activity is often attributed either to God or us.  To live the life God 
has for us demands that we deal with our enemy. 

Key Scripture: 

• 2 Chronicles 32:21  The Lord sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting men and the 
leaders and officers in the camp of the Assyrian king. 

• 2 Samuel 24:15-16   15 So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel that morning, and it lasted 
for three days.[a] A total of 70,000 people died throughout the nation, from Dan in the 
north to Beersheba in the south. 16 But as the angel was preparing to destroy Jerusalem, 
the LORD relented and said to the death angel, “Stop! That is enough!” At that moment 
the angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 

• Daniel 10:4-8    4 On April 23,[a] as I was standing on the bank of the great Tigris River, 5 
I looked up and saw a man dressed in linen clothing, with a belt of pure gold around his 
waist. 6 His body looked like a precious gem. His face flashed like lightning, and his eyes 
flamed like torches. His arms and feet shone like polished bronze, and his voice roared 
like a vast multitude of people.  Only I, Daniel, saw this vision. The men with me saw 
nothing, but they were suddenly terrified and ran away to hide. 8 So I was left there all 
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alone to see this amazing vision. My strength left me, my face grew deathly pale, and I 
felt very weak.  

• Daniel 7:10  “Ten thousand times ten thousand” angels 
• Ephesians 6:10-18  10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

11 Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all 
strategies of the devil. 12 For we[a] are not fighting against flesh-and-blood 
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against 
mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.13 
Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the 
enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14 
Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s 
righteousness. 15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so 
that you will be fully prepared.[b] 16 In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of 
faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil.[c] 17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and 
take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.18 Pray in the Spirit at all 
times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all 
believers everywhere. 

• Ezekiel 28:12-17  Lucifer 
• Hebrews 1  Angels 
• I Peter 5:8-9  8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls 

around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 9 Stand firm against 
him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your Christian brothers and 
sisters[a] all over the world are going through the same kind of suffering you are. 

• James 4:7  So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
• John 10:10  The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give 

them a rich and satisfying life. 
• Revelation 12  War in Heaven 
• Revelation 9:14-15  14 And the voice said to the sixth angel who held the trumpet, 

“Release the four angels who are bound at the great Euphrates River.” 15 Then the four 
angels who had been prepared for this hour and day and month and year were turned 
loose to kill one-third of all the people on earth. 

• PLEASE NOTE:  This scene is taken from a rated R movie.  The language and 

sexual themes are explicit.  I transcribed this below editing out the profanity but the 

subject matter is still very strongly adult. 

•  

• Taken from:  The Devil’s Advocate 

•  

• The scene begins with Kevin arriving in an elevator.  It is the massive office of the head of 

his law practice.  Kevin is covered in his wife’s blood.  She’s just killed herself.  Kevin has 
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been a part of this law practice and led had an absolutely dazzling performance record so 

far.  It’s absolutely incredible how well Kevin does every time he steps into a court room.  

Kevin and the head of the law practice have … a history of sorts.  Lately, Kevin’s run of 

incredible victories have been at a cost … to his integrity.  But the lure to continue to win 

has been very powerful that he’s chosen, on a number of occasions, to win at any cost 

possible.  It’s time to face the truth … 

•  

• You were right about one thing, Kevin.  I have been watching.  Couldn’t help myself.  

Watching.  Waiting.  Holding my breath.  But I’m no puppeteer, Kevin.  I don’t make 

things happen.  It doesn’t work like that. 

• Kevin:  What did you do to Maryann? 

• Free will.  Its like butterfly wings.  Once touched they never get off the ground.  No, I 

only set the stage.  You pull your own strings.   

• Kevin:  What did you do to Maryann?  (Pulls gun.) 

• A gun?  In here? 

• Kevin:  G&*&*&n it!  WHAT DID YOU DO TO MY WIFE? 

• Well, on a scale from one to ten, ten being the most depraved act of sexual theatre known 

to man, one being your average Friday night run through at the Lomax’s household, I’d 

say - not to be immodest -  Maryann and I got it on and it was about a … seven. 

• Kevin:  F&*k You!!  (Shoots gun.) 

• Whoa!  Whoa!  Got Me!!  Got Me!!!  YES!!! WOW!!!  Oh Yeah!!  (Gunshots make 

no impact on him.)  Step on up, son!!  Come on, that’s good.  You got to hold on to that 

fury. Yeah, that’s the last thing to go.  That’s the last hiding place.  It’s the final fig leaf.   

• Kevin:  Who are you? 

• Who am I?  Who are you?  Never lost a case.  Why?  Why do you think?  Cause you’re 

so f&*&*&g good.  Yeah?  But why?   
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• Kevin:  Because you’re my father.   

• I’m a little more than that, Kevin.  Awfully hot in that courtroom, wasn’t it?  What’s the 

game plan, Kevin?  It was a nice run, Kev.  Had to close out someday.  Nobody wins 

them all… 

• Kevin:  What are you? 

• Oh, I have so many names… 

• Kevin:  Satan. 

• Call me dad. 

• Kevin:  Maryann.  She knew it.  She knew it so you destroyed her.   

• You blaming me for Maryann?!  Oh, I hope you’re kidding.  Maryann.  You could have 

saved her anytime you liked.  All she wanted was love.  Hey, you were too busy. 

• Kevin:  That’s a lie.   

• Maryann and New York?  Face it.  You started looking to Better Deal Her the minute 

you got here. 

• Kevin:  That’s not true!  You don’t know what we had.  You don’t know 

anything about it! 

• Hey!  I’m on your side… 

• Kevin:  YOU’RE A LIAR!  (Starts to walk out.) 

• Hey, hey, KEVIN, there’s nothing out there for you.  Don’t be such a f&*&*&g 

chump!  Stop deluding yourself.  I told you to take care of your wife.  What did I say?  

“The world would understand.”  Didn’t I say that?  What did you do?  (Uses Kevin’s 

voice) “You know what scares me, John?  I leave the case, she gets better, and then I hate 

her for it.”  Remember?   

• Kevin:  I know what you did.  You set me up. 

• Who told you to pull out all the stops on Mr. Getty?  Who made that choice? 

• Kevin:  It’s entrapment!  She was setting me up! 
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• And more as, the direction you took:  Popes, swammies, snake handlers, all feeding at the 

same trough…  Who’s ideas were those?   

• Kevin:  You played me!!  It was a text!! Your text!! 

• And Colin.  Nobody was guilty.  Seeing those pictures.  What do you do?  You put that 

lying b&*&h on the stand. 

• Kevin:  You brought me in!  You put me there!  You made her lie! 

• I don’t do that!!  I don’t make anyone lie!  That day on the subway, what did I say to 

you?  What were my words to you?  “Maybe it was your time to loose.”  And you didn’t 

think so. 

• Kevin:  Loose?!  I don’t loose!!  I WIN!!!  I WIN!!  I’M A LAWYER!   That’s 

my job!  That’s what I do!!   

• I rest my case.  Vanity…is definitely my favorite sin.  Kevin, it’s so basic.  Self love.  The 

all natural opiate.  You know, it’s not that you didn’t care for Maryann, Kevin.  It’s just 

that you were a little bit more involved with someone else…yourself.   

• Kevin:  You’re right.  I did it all.  I let her go.   

• Aww, don’t be too hard on yourself, Kevin.  You wanted something more, believe me.   

• Kevin:  I left her behind and just kept going… 

• You cannot keep punishing yourself, Kevin.  It’s awesome how far you’ve come.  I didn’t 

make it easy.  Couldn’t.  Not for you.   

• Kevin:  What do you want from me? 

• I want you to be yourself.  You know I’ll tell you, boy.  Guilt.  It’s like a bag of 

f&*&*&g bricks.  All you gotta do is set it down.   

• Who are you carrying all those bricks for, anyway?  God?  Is that it?  God?  Well I’ll 

tell ya.  Let me give you a little inside information about God.  God likes to watch.  He’s 

a prankster.  Think about it.  He gives man instincts.  He gives you this extraordinary 

gift and what does he do?  I swear, for his own amusement, his own private cosmic gag 
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reel, he sets the rules in opposition.  It’s the goof of all time.  Look, but don’t touch.  

Touch, but don’t taste.  Taste, but don’t swallow.  (Laughs.)  And while you’re jumping 

from one foot to the next, what’s he doing?  He’s laughing his sick, f&*&*&g a&* 

off.  He’s a tight a&*.  He’s a sadist.  He’s an absentee landlord.  Worship that?  

Never.   

• Kevin:  Better to reign in hell than serve in heaven.  Is that it?   

• Why not?  I’m here on the ground with my nose in it since the whole thing began.  I’ve 

nurtured every sensation man has been inspired to have.  I cared about what he wanted 

and I never judged him.  Why?  Because I never rejected him.  In spite of all his 

imperfections, I’M A FAN OF MAN!!!  I’m a humanist.  Maybe the last humanist.  

Who in their right mind, Kevin, could possibly deny that the twentieth century was 

entirely mine?  ALL OF IT, KEVIN!  All of it.  Mine.  I’m peeking.  It’s my time 

now.  It’s our time.   

• Kevin:  But I have to volunteer…   

• Free will.  It is a b&*h.  Kevin, I need a family.  I need help.  I’m busy.  Millenium’s 

coming up.  Title fight!!  Round Twenty.  I’m ready to work.  What do you say, Kev?   

• Kevin:  What are you offering? 

• We negotiating? 

• Kevin:  Always. 

• YES!! 

• Kevin:  What are you offering? 

• Everything.  Anything.  What do you want?  How about bliss for starters?  Instant 

bliss.  Bliss on tap.  Bliss anyway you want it.  How about that first line of cocaine?  

That walk into a strange girl’s bedroom?  Familiar? 

• Kevin:  Oh, you’re going to have to do a little better than that.   
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• I know.  I’m just getting warmed up.  You want more, don’t you?  You deserve more.  

How about the thing you love the most?  Smile from the jury.  OOOH, that cold court 

room just giving itself over.  Bending to your strength.   

• Kevin:  I get that on my own. 

• Not like this!  I take the bricks out of the brief case.  I give you pleasure.  No strings!  

Freedom, baby, is never having to say you’re sorry.  This is revolution, Kevin.  Viva la  

• Kevin:  Why the law?  Cut the s&*t, Dad.  Why lawyers?  Why the law?   

• Cause the law, my boy, puts us into everything.  It’s the ultimate back stage pass.  It’s the 

new priesthood, baby.  Did you know that there are more students in law school than 

there are lawyers walking the earth?  WE’RE COMING OUT!!  Gun’s blazing!!  

The two of you, all of us, acquittal after acquittal after acquittal until the stench of it rises 

so high it reaches into heaven and chokes the whole f&*&*g lot of them.   

• Kevin:  In the Bible, you loose.  We’re destined to loose, Dad.   

• Well, consider the source, son.  Besides, we’re going to write our own book.  Chapter one, 

right here.   

•  (Says stuff in Latin.)  The virtue of the devil is in his loins. 

• Kevin:  What about love?   

• Overrated.  Biochemically no different than eating large quantities of chocolate.   

• Kevin:  You’re right.  It’s time.  Free will.  Right?   

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Devil%27s_Advocate_%28film%29  
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EPIC:  The Story God is Telling i 
STUDY NOTES ii 

By John Eldredge 

SEE ALSO:  http://www.epicreality.com/  

Lesson 4 Text pages 41-72 
 Study guide 43-62 

 

ACTIVITY:  Share beautiful photos of earth/nature.  Discuss. 

I. Act Three:  The Battle for the Heart 

He came and saved you in every way a person can be saved.  That is God’s heart for you. 

“It is still underway and we are caught up in it.  A love story in the midst of a life and 
death battle.”  (72 

We were born into a world astonishing as any fairy tale.  A world made for romance. 

a. Romance 

We are haunted by Eden.  It finds its way into nearly every story. 

I daresay we’ve heard a bit about original sin, but not nearly enough about original 
glory, which comes before sin and is deeper to our nature. 

God creates us in his image, with powers like unto his own – the ability to reason, to 
create, to share intimacy, to know joy.  He gives us laughter and wonder and 
imagination.  And above all else, he endows us with that one quality for which he is 
most known.  Love. 

b. The Greatest Dignity of All 

You could not live or love or laugh or cry had God not given you a heart. 

God gives us the freedom to reject him. 

He gives to each of us a will of our own. 

He knows what free-willed creatures can do. 

Power can do everything but the most important thing: it cannot control love. 
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c. Paradise Lost 

You must understand:  The Evil One hates God, hates anything that reminds him of 
the glory of God … wherever it exists.  Unable to overthrow the Might One, he 
turned his sights on those who bore his image. 

Any honest person knows this:  We know we are not what we were meant to be. 

We all fail on the most essential virtue of all:  the virtue of Eden:  We fail when it 
comes to loving. 

d. Captivity and Rescue  

Thus began the long and painful story of God’s pursuit of mankind.  Though we 
betrayed him and fell into the hands of the Evil One, God did not abandon us. 

Rescuing the human heart is the hardest mission in the world. 

The dilemma of the Story is this:  we don’t know if we want to be rescued. 

The challenge God faces is rescuing a people who have no idea how captive they are; 
no real idea how desperate they are.  We know we long for Eden, but we hesitate to 
give ourselves back to God in abandoned trust.  We are captivated by the lies of our 
Enemy. 

e. Hero and Lover 

From the laughter of the Trinity we came, and to the laughter of the Trinity we must 
return. 

God warned us back in the Garden that the price of our mistrust and disobedience 
would be death. 

He gave his life willingly to ransom us from the Evil One, to pay the price for our 
betrayal, and to prove for all time and beyond any shadow of a doubt that the heart 
of God is good. 

f. Saved in Every Way 

The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth answer once and for all the 
question, “What is God’s heart toward me?” 

He has come to save you in every way a person can be saved.  That is God’s heart 
toward you. 

Questions: 
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1.  At what point did you lose your wonder of the world? 
2. God knew what free-willed creatures could do … why did He make us like this? 
3. Haven’t you ever wondered, if only for a moment, why life comes nowhere close to the 

desires that are written in your heart? 
4. Why does every great story have a rescue? 
5. Do we have a future? 
6. Think about the Creation story.  Has it been rather dull, scientific, unromantic? 
7. What does Eden tell you about God, his desire for man, and the life we were meant to live? 
8. Have you thought about “original glory” before? 
9. What is God hoping for by giving you a free will? 
10. To what or to whom have you given your heart in the past?   
11. Something shifted in our hearts at that moment we fell from grace.  What strikes you about 

our fall and it’s impact upon you? 
12. How do we know God’s heart for us is good? 
13. What do you believe God intended for you when he created you? 

Theology: 

Created as Image-bearers, we are designed for a heroic intimacy with God, endowed with a 
dignity, a freedom, and a glory that made a passionate loving relationship with God possible. 

Notice the progression of metaphors Jesus uses to teach us about our relationship with him.  It 
moves from clay and potter through sheep and shepherd to bride and bridegroom! 

Key Scripture: 

• Isaiah 53 
• Jeremiah 24:7  I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord.  They will 

be my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me with all their 
heart. 

• Job 38:7  … while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy. 
• Isaiah 62:1-5  Because I love Zion, because my heart yearns for Jerusalem, I cannot 

remain silent.  I will not stop praying for her until her righteousness shines like the dawn, 
and her salvation blazes like a burning torch.  The nations will see your righteousness.  
Kings will be blinded by your glory.  And the Lord will give you a new name.  The Lord 
will hold you in his hands for all to see – a splendid crown in the hands of God.  Never 
again will you be called the Godforsaken City or the Desolate Land.  Your new name 
will be City of God’s Delight and the Bride of God for the Lord delights in you and will 
claim you as his own.  Your children will care for you with joy, O Jerusalem, just as a 
young man cares for his bride.  Then God will rejoice over you as a bridegroom rejoices 
over his bride.  (Jeremiah 62:12) 

• Genesis 3:1-6  Serpent, Adam & Eve 
• Jeremiah 31:3-4  Long ago the Lord said to Israel:  “I have loved you, my people, with an 

everlasting love.  With unfailing love I have drawn you to myself.  I will rebuild you, my 
virgin Israel.  You will be again happy and dance merrily with tambourines.”  (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) 
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• Psalm 8:3-5  When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers – the 
moon and the stars you set in place – what are mere mortals that you should 
think about them, human beings that you should care for them?  Yet you made 
them only a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor. 

• Isaiah 54:4-8  Fear not; you will no longer live in shame.  The shame of your youth and 
the sorrows of widowhood will be remembered no more, for your Creator will be your 
husband.  The Lord Almighty is his name!  He is your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, 
the God of all the earth.  For the Lord has called you back from your grief – as though 
you were a young wife abandoned by her husband “ says your God.  “For a brief 
moment I abandoned you, but with great compassion I will take you back.  In a moment 
of anger I turned my face away for a little while.  But with everlasting love I will have 
compassion on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer.  (Isaiah 57:7-11, Jeremiah 3:1) 

• Colossians 1:13-14  He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 

• Genesis 1:26-27  Then God said, “let us make a human in our own image, by our 
likeness, to hold sway over the fish of the sea and the fowl of the heavens and the cattle 
and the wild beasts and all the crawling things that crawl upon the earth.”  And God 
created the human in his image.  (Alter) 

• Hebrews 3:10  Their hearts are always going astray … 
• Proverbs 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. 
• I John 5:19  The whole world is under the control of the evil one. 
• Exodus 15:3  The Lord is a warrior … 
• John 15:9  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love. 
• Matthew 20:28  The Son of Man … [came] to give his life as ransom for many. 
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EPIC:  The Story God is Telling i 
STUDY NOTES ii 

By John Eldredge 

SEE ALSO:  http://www.epicreality.com/  

Lesson 5 Text pages 73-98 
 Study guide 63-78 

 

ACTIVITY:  “And they lived happily ever after …”  Discuss:  what is your vision 
of happily ever after? 

I. Act Four:  The Kingdom Restored 

Joy … beyond the walls of this world. 

“The restoration of life as it was always meant to be.”  (93) 

a. Could It Be? 

Our Enemy is a thief, and of all the precious things he has stolen from our hearts, 
his worst act of treachery has been to steal our future from us.  He has stolen all the 
magic and promise and wonder of the happily every after.  Very few of us live with 
hope. 

b. Paradise Regained 

Wherever humanity was broken, Jesus restored it.  The coming of the kingdom of 
God restores the world he made. 

The restoration of the world played out before us each spring and summer is precisely 
what God is promising us about our lives. 

c. Together Again  

The happiest of endings to the best stories …. Are the recovery of relationships. 

All that has ever stood between [Jesus and us] will be swept away and our hearts will 
be released to real loving. 

d. Will Everyone I Love Be There? 
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The promise of the happy ending – or the new beginning – is only for the friends of 
God. 

Hell is not God’s intention for mankind.  But remember – He gave us free will.,  He 
gave us a choice.  We are the ones who betrayed him, not vice versa. 

The final act of self-centeredness is seen in those who refuse to come to the wedding 
banquet of God. 

e. Life At Last 

[Life restored} can never be lost again.  It cannot be taken away. 

It is our destiny. 

f. Will We Make It? 

All we long for, we shall have; all we long to be, we will be.  All that has burt us so 
deeply will be swept away. 

Questions: 

1.  Have we dreamed better dreams than God can dream?  Have we written stories that have a 
better ending than God has provided? 

2. If people would reject the very Heart of all things, well, then, where shall they spend their 
eternity? 

3. What would “happily ever after” look like for you? 
4. What reason does the author give that people drink too much, eat too much, watch too 

much TV , and basically just check out of life? 
5. Have you ever connected that Jesus restores, and that Act Four is a great restoration?  What 

does that store in you? 
6. What about heaven do you look forward to?  How has your view of heaven changed from 

doing this study? 
7. Will everyone enjoy this promise of a happy ending?  Why or why not? 
8. What is the effect of this chapter of the restored kingdom on you?  What are you feeling and 

thinking?  Where does all this leave you? 
9. Who in your circle of friends is living without faith?   

Theology 

Heaven is the restoration of all that was lost, stolen, or missed in this life. 

The difficult task with this subject is really beginning to believe that this life isn’t all there is. 

Key Scripture: 
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• 2 Corinthians 3:15-16  … a veil covers their hearts.  But whenever anyone turns to the 
Lord, the veil is take away. 

• 2 Peter 3:9  God “who is patient with you, not wanted anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance. 

• Deuteronomy 30:19  I have set before you life and death … Now choose life. 
• Hebrews 12:2  We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and 

perfects our faith.  Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding 
its shame.  Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. 

• I Corinthians 15:20  The fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead.  He has 
become the first of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life again. 

• Isaiah 65:17  Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. 
• John 10:10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that 

they may have life, and have it to the full. 
• John 14:2-3  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me. 
• John 17:3  This is the way to have eternal life – to know you, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. 
• John 3:16 
• John 5:40  Come to me to have life. 
• Luke 19:11-19  Parable of the 10 Servants 
• Luke 23:43  Today you will be with me in paradise. 
• Mark 16:2-7  Resurrection Day  “He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will 

see him, just as he told you.” 
• Matthew 19:28  Jesus replied, “I assure you that when I, the Son of Man, sit upon my 

glorious throne in the Kingdom, you who have been my followers will also sit on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

• Matthew 22:2-5  The Wedding Banquet 
• Matthew 24:31-34  Final Judgment 
• Matthew 24:45-47  Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put 

in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  It 
will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.  I tell 
you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 

• Matthew 25:14-23  Parable of the 3 Servants 
• Matthew 25:34  Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. 

• Matthew 25:41  Hell was created for Satan and his angels. 
• Matthew 26:29  Mark my words, I will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s Kingdom. 
• Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. 
• Revelation 21:5  Behold, I make all things new. 
• Revelation 22:17  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the 

free gift of the water of life. 
• Revelations 19:9  The wedding feast of the Lamb. 
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• Romans 8:19-20  The created world itself can hardly wait for what’s coming next.  
Everything in creation is being more or less held back.  (MSG) 

• Romans 8:21  All creation anticipates the day when it will join God’s children in 
glorious freedom from death and decay. 

• Romans 8:22-23  For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present time.  And even we Christians, although we 
have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, also groan to be 
released from pain and suffering.  We, too, wait anxiously for that day when God 
will give us our full rights as his children including the new bodies he has 
promised us. 

• Romans 8:29  God knew what he was doing from the very beginning.  He decided from 
the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his 
Son.  The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored.  (MSG) 
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Lesson 6 Text pages 99 to end 
 Study guide 79 to end 

 

ACTIVITY:  List all the different roles that are currently in the group that Jesus 
has called us to perform. 

I. EPILOGUE:  The Road Before Us 

“Jesus calls you to be his intimate ally once more.”  (103) 

a. Remember 
i. Things are not as they seem.  We must live as though the unseen world (the rest of 

reality) is more weighty and more real and more dangerous than the part of reality we can 
see. 

ii. We are at war.  We must take this battle seriously.  It is a battle for the human heart. 
iii. You have a crucial role to play.  It is a dangerous thing to underestimate your role in 

the Story.  You will lose heart, and you will miss your cues. 

To find our lives, we must turn to Jesus.  We must yield our all to him and ask him to restore us as 
his own. 

Questions:  

1.  How would you live differently if you believed it all to be true? 
2. The final test of any belief or faith that claims to provide an answer to our lives is this: 

a. Does the one explain the other? 
b. Does the story bring into perspective the pages you were already holding, the days of 

your life? 
c. Does it take everything into account? 
d. Does it explain the longing in your heart for a life you haven’t yet found? 
e. Does it explain the evil cast around us? 
f. Does it give you back your heart and lead you to the Source of life? 

3.  This is the sort of tale you’ve fallen into.  How would you live differently if you believed it 
to be true? 

4. How has your understanding of “the gospel of Christianity” changed through reading Epic?? 
5. What is your role in the Story? 
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6. To play your part well, you must know your role.  What, as a young boy or girl, did you once 
dream or hope your role would be?  (Another way of approaching this question would be to 
consider the characters you love in Scripture, in the movies, and in your favorite stories.  
What is it about them, and their story that you would love to believe is true of you?) 

7. The story god is telling reminds us of three eternal truths it would be good to keep in mind.  
What are your thoughts on these truths? 

a. Things are not what they seem. 
b. We are at war. 
c. You have a crucial role to play. 

8. Write a prayer asking God to reveal to you your true identity from God that will give clarity 
to your life purpose and calling.   

Theology 

We live in a Larger Story.  Things are not what they seem.  The snake in the Garden was more 
than a snake!  The carpenter from Nazareth was more than a woodworker!  We are at war.  Yes, 
it’s a love story … set in a life or death battle.  Satan is seeking to steal, kill, destroy.  Jesus is 
bringing us life.  You have a crucial role to play. 

Key Scripture: 

• .John 15:15-17  I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his 
slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told 
me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce 
lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my 
name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

• 2 Corinthians 3:15-16  A view covers their hearts.  But whenever anyone turns to the 
Lord, the veil is taken away. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:18  So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix 
our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be 
gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 

• Ephesians 2:10  For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, 
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 

• Hebrews 12:2  We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, on whom our faith depends 
from start to finish.  He was willing to die a shameful death on the cross because of the 
joy he knew would be his afterward.  Now he is seated in the place of highest honor 
beside God’s throne in heaven. 

• John 10:10  The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give 
them a rich and satisfying life 

• John 17:18  Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world. 
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