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Matthew 6:12-15 
 
1. Seeking forgiveness from God 
 
When we say the Lord’s Prayer together, when we come to the forgiveness part, we have to 
decide whether to use debts or trespasses. Why the confusion about words? Debts are things 
we should have done and didn’t do. Trespasses are sins we should not have committed. The 
Aramaic word Jesus used, khoba, means both.  The disciples writing in Greek and the 
translators had to choose one or the other.  Matthew used debts; Luke used sins.  Some English 
translators used trespasses. 
 
Like daily bread, the need for forgiveness is frequent.  Daily life requires both bread and 
forgiveness.   We don’t need to just ask forgiveness of sins at the beginning of our relationship 
with God. When we are saved, all our sins are forgiven, but we must continually confess and 
repent of our sins to keep our communication with God free and clear. 
 
Can we admit that sin runs deep in us?  We are guilty of more than we know most of the time.  
We need to ask forgiveness daily.  “Forgive us for using the gift of language to deceive.  Forgive 
us for using the gift of sexuality to seduce.  Forgive us for using the gift of strength to abuse and 
murder.  Forgive us for using the gift of plenty to impoverish another.”  There are more than 50 
words for sin in the Hebrew Bible.  Peterson, Tell It Slant, p. 185 
 
2. Why God can forgive us.   
 
We don’t sin against a law; we sin against a person.  We sin against God.  Sin is not just a 
violation of the law of the land or the rules of a house; sin is a violation of a personal 
relationship. 
 
David committed adultery – he sinned against Bathsheba and her husband.  He had her 
husband killed in an attempt to cover up his sin.  Yet when David confessed his sin, he said that 
he had sinned against God.  God is able to forgive our sins because we have sinned against Him 
personally.  He has personally taken our sins upon Himself at the cross. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21  God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
 
God is the only answer for our sins and for the sins of the world.  Do we think we can do 
something about what is wrong in the world on our own?  Do we think there are judicial or 
educational or psychological ways to deal with sin?  The only answer to the sin problem in the 
world is the cross.  Jesus is the answer and it is our job as the church to spread the gospel. 
 
It should be Christians that are leading the charge saying “All lives matter,” because Jesus died 
for all.  What we need in America and in the world is a heart change and only an encounter with 
the Living God can change a heart.  We must take a stand and we must stand on the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Sin kills.  Refusing to forgive someone else is sin. 



3. Forgiving others 
 
What does it mean to forgive someone else?  Forgiveness does not mean what the person did 
to me was OK.  It does not mean, “Never mind.”  Forgiveness means what you did to me was 
wrong, and it hurt me, but I choose to forgive you for what you did and I let go of the desire to 
hurt you back. 
 
Offering forgiveness does not mean injustice must be tolerated.  Christians must stand for 
justice for all.  Because we are to forgive does not mean we encourage others to be a doormat.  
We must fight for justice.  We should be angry about the things that make God angry.  
However, God is able to be angry about the sin, but not be bitter against the sinner. 
 
We struggle against injustice, but we don’t hate those who are unjust.  We forgive the ones 
against whom we struggle.  Through forgiveness the bitterness, anger, hatred, and desire for 
revenge are drained out of the struggle.  We are able to feel compassion for those we struggle 
against.  This is a process as we walk with God and take on the heart of God. 
 
This attitude will influence the style of the struggle and impact the day of victory.  The day of 
victory will not become a day of vengeance.  
 
Abraham Lincoln said, “With malice toward none; with charity for all; … let us … do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just, and lasting peace.” 
 
The world despises this theology because it thinks anger is necessary to fuel the struggle for 
justice, and that forgiveness will dissipate that anger.  Letting go of anger and bitterness keeps 
us from sinning against those who have sinned against us.  The cinema is filled with revenge 
movies where the whole point of the movie to make the one who hurt me hurt even more. 
 
We begin to believe it is our duty to make others suffer when they have hurt us.  God knows it 
is damaging for us to seek revenge. 
 
Romans 12:17-21  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of 
all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take 
your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is 
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
4. Why we can’t forgive 
 
Colossians 3:13  Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
 
We can’t forgive others when we can’t recognize our own need for God to forgive us.  If we 
find confession and repentance difficult and demeaning it means our heart is not right with 
God.  If regular confession does not produce increased joy and confidence in your life, then you 
do not understand salvation by grace. 
 



Jesus tightly links our relationship with God to our relationship with others.  If we have not seen 
our sin and sought forgiveness from God we will be unable to forgive others.  Bitterness – the 
desire that someone who hurt us gets hurt – is a sign we are not right with God. 
 
Calvin wrote: “If we retain feelings of hatred in our hearts, if we plot revenge and ponder any 
occasion to cause harm … by this … we entreat God not to forgive our sins.” 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins.   
 
If you can’t forgive others, then are you truly forgiven?  Apparently you don’t understand the 
great forgiveness of God.  Bitterness is the litmus test.  Are you bitter toward someone?   
 
Anger – this is wrong.  This needs to stop.  Bitterness – I want to see him suffer. 
 

A) Bitterness imprisons you.  The only way the person who hurt you can win is if you stay 
mad at them.  When you become bitter you stay in prison. 

B) It contradicts Jesus’ action toward you.  We are to forgive as Christ has forgiven us. 
 
An unforgiving heart is an unforgiven heart: 

A) Some can’t forgive because they have not been forgiven because they think they have 
never done anything wrong.  They think they are better than others – the one who hurt 
them.  I’d never do that.  They are too arrogant to repent. 

 
B) Some of you don’t feel forgiven because you feel so bad because you think you are 

unforgiveable.  The person who says, “I can’t forgive myself,” is proud.  You want 
salvation that you can earn.  You don’t feel forgiven because you have not lived up to 
your standards and you don’t want God’s charity.  You want to achieve your salvation 
through your own performance.  You are proud. 

 
C) Some can’t forgive because they have forgotten what Jesus has done for us. 

 
Matthew 18  A man owed the king 10,000 talents – 17 years wages.  The servant begs for mercy 
and king forgives him.  The forgiven man sees a man who owes him 10 bucks.  He refused to 
forgive the man that owed $10.  The king is angry with the first man.  You should have forgiven.  
He is put in prison. 
 
If you remember how much God has forgiven you, then you are compelled to forgive others. 
When you have truly experienced the forgiveness of God, it will change your life. 
 
A prayer for forgiving: Lord, I choose to forgive __(name the person) __, for __ (what they did) 
__, even though it made me feel __ (list the emotions) __.  I choose to not hold bitterness 
against them any longer. I release the desire for revenge.  Lord, I ask you to bless __ (name the 
person) __. 
 
 
 


