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Genesis 6:5-8   
 
Sometimes we treat the story of Noah and the ark like Goldilocks and the three bears – just 
another children’s story.  This is so much more than a children’s story.  This is foundational for 
faith.  Grace is announced again in the story of Noah, the flood, and the ark. 
 
God cast Adam and Eve out of the Garden and with every passing generation things seemed to 
get worse.  Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that 
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
 
In Genesis 3, God showed grace to Adam & Eve.  In Genesis 6, God gave justice to the earth: 
The Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to 
animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky ….  Justice was harsh, but it was fair.  Justice 
is required of a Holy God.  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. (Grace) 
 
Let’s see how God responds to those He favors – to those He gives grace. 
 
1. God tells Noah what is about to happen 
 
Genesis 6:13  Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. 
 
There is grace in a warning.  It takes time for Noah to build the ark.  This gives time for Noah to 
warn the people.  Judgment is coming.  Get ready. 
 
2. God offers protection for Noah when He destroys the earth 
 
Genesis 6:14-15 Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, 
and shall cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 This is how you shall make it: the length of the 
ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  
 
God makes provision for Noah and his family.  God gives details of the ark.  There will be 
judgment, but there will be a way through for those who find grace. 
 
3. I will establish My covenant with you 
 
Genesis 6:18 But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark—you and 
your sons and your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 
 
A covenant is important.  A covenant is a sacred commitment – often sealed with blood.  God 
reveals His heart in the covenant.  There will be death all around, but there will be safety for 
God’s people in the ark.   
 
Sin will be judged.  A holy God must judge sin. A provision will be made for those who find 
grace.  When judgment comes those who find grace will be saved. 
 
 
 



4. God closes the door of the ark 
 
Genesis 7:11-12  In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the great deep burst 
open, and the floodgates of the sky were opened. 12 The rain fell upon the earth for forty days 
and forty nights. 
 
Genesis 7:16  Those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as God had commanded 
him; and the Lord closed it behind him. 
 
Genesis 7:24  The water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days. 
 
Notice a few things about the Noah story: 
1) 7 pairs of Clean animals and birds went in to the ark – 1 pair of unclean animals 
2) It did not just rain – the fountains of the deep burst open 
3) It rained for forty days and night, but water prevailed for 150 days 
4) They didn’t get off the ark after 40 days or after 150 days 
5) God closed the door of the ark. 
 
Being in the ark is a picture of being in Christ.  They obeyed God, they went into the ark, God 
closed the door and judgment came.  They were saved in the midst of the judgment because 
they were in the ark.  They were not hanging on the side of the ark with all their strength.  They 
were in the ark and they were safe. 
 
5. God remembered Noah and his family 
 
Genesis 8:1  But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with 
him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided. 
 
Remembered is Covenant language.  It is not that God forgot about Noah.  “Oops!  I forgot 
about Noah! Where is he?  Let me see – Oh, there he is over by Ararat.”  No.  Remembered is 
covenant language.  God kept His promise to protect Noah and his family in the flood.  Look 
how long they were in the ark. 
 
Genesis 8:14-16  In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth 
was dry. 15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and 
your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 
 
Noah was in the ark for a year and 10 days.  God told Noah the flood was coming. God told Noah 
when to get into the ark, but God did not tell Noah how long he would be on the ark.  Noah had to 
trust God for the timing. So we must trust God when tribulation lasts longer than we think it should. 
 
6. After the flood … 
 
1) God does not give up on His original plan 
 
Genesis 8:22  “While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, 
And summer and winter, And day and night, Shall not cease.” 
 



God reaffirms His original plan.  They are to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.  Days and 
nights and seasons will continue.  God still wants a relationship with us.  God has not give up on 
us.  God has not given up on His plan. 
 
2) God promises not to destroy us like this again 
 
Genesis 8:20-21  Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of 
every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 The Lord smelled the soothing 
aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on account of man, 
for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done. 
 
This is really important.  God is protecting us from His wrath.  In the flood, God justly responded  
to man’s sin.  A holy God can’t tolerate sin.  But we always deserve judgment. 
Genesis 8:21b  … for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth … 
 
We are never going to get anywhere if God keeps wiping us out when we deserve it because 
we always deserve it.  God must come up with a different way to respond to our sin.  It is going 
to take time to develop a people of God, for Messiah to come, for people to be warned so they 
can get ready.  So God says I’m not going to keep doing this.  … and I will never again destroy 
every living thing, as I have done. 
 
7. The Sign of the Covenant 
 
Genesis 9:11-13  I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by 
the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all successive generations; 13 I set My bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 
 
I hope you see that this is much more than a children’s story.  I want you to see that this is 
much more than a rainbow.  
 
God is not just talking about a rainbow in Genesis 9:13 when He says, “I set My bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth.” 
 
Meredith Kline said the Hebrew word qeset is not a rainbow, but a battle bow.*  It is a weapon.  
God was saying I am putting down my weapon.  I am hanging my battle bow in the sky.  I am 
making a radical change in how I deal with you and your sin.  I promise not to give you the 
justice you deserve every time you sin.  I promise not to wipe you out every time you deserve it. 
 
This is the covenant of preservation.  Isaiah 54 refers to it as the covenant of peace. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, in his sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, said: 
 
The wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present … they increase more 
and more, and rise higher and higher, till an outlet is given; and the longer the stream is 
stopped, the more rapid and mighty is its course, when once it is let loose... If God should only 
withdraw His hand from the floodgate, it would immediately fly open, and the fiery floods of the 



fierceness and wrath of God, would rush forth with inconceivable fury, and would come upon 
you with omnipotent power; and if your strength were ten thousand times greater than it is... it 
would [not be able] to withstand or endure it. 
 
The bow of God’s wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the string, and justice bends the 
arrow at your heart, and strains the bow, and it is nothing but the pleasure of God … that keeps 
the arrow one moment from being made drunk with your blood. 
 
The rainbow is not some cute little decoration for nurseries. The rainbow is a reminder that we 
deserve justice every day, but God has hung His battle bow in the sky so He won’t destroy us. 
 
Jesus hung on the cross for all to see.  We don’t see God’s wrath all the time.  Because God has 
been patient, people don’t take God’s wrath seriously.  The cross is a reminder of the wrath of 
God.  God hung his bow in the sky after the flood, but He took it down again when Jesus went 
to the cross.  God brought the bow of His justice and wrath against Jesus.  We deserved it, but 
we are not worthy to die for our sins.  The wrath of God had to be inflicted on someone and 
only Jesus was worthy to receive the wrath of God in our place and have it be effective for us.   
 
I Peter 3:18  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
 
Invitation: 
Noah did not have to shut the door on anyone's salvation; God did it. It is never our job to 
disqualify people from salvation. We let God shut the door in His time. 
 
God kept the door open until the last possible minute, but there came a time when the door 
had to shut. When the door is open, it is open, but when it is shut, it is shut. Jesus is He who 
opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens (Revelation 3:7). 
 
God is patient.  God is being patient, but there is a limit to God’s patience.  Just as God warned 
Noah that there was judgment coming, so Jesus has warned that He is coming again.  When the 
flood came, it was too late for those not on the ark to get on the ark.  When Jesus comes again 
it will be too late to get ready for His coming.  Don’t think that because Jesus has not come yet 
that He is not coming.  The delay in His coming is another example of His grace. 
 
2 Peter 3:3-9  Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their 
mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? 
For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of 
creation.” 5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the 
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through 
which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the 
present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. 
8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, 
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance. 
God said the flood was coming. People were not ready. Jesus is coming again!  Are you ready? 
* I’m using The Christ of the Covenants by O. Palmer Robertson – this info was found in a footnote on pp. 123-124 
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