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Luke 24:13-27 
 
Many believe the greatest sermon ever recorded is the Sermon on the Mount.  The sermon on 
the road to Emmaus may be the best sermon never recorded.  I would love to know what Jesus 
said to them, what texts He used – beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 
explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.   
 
I can confidently say Jesus spoke of some of the scriptures we have looked at in our study of the 
covenants: 
 
1. Jesus is the seed in Gen 3:15 that will crush the serpent’s head. 
2. Noah was a reminder that we always deserve judgment, but God hung His Battle bow in the 
sky until He took it down to use on Jesus on the cross. 
3. God called Abram to leave all behind and follow Him. God promised to make his name great 
and through his descendant save the world.  God “cut” a covenant with Abraham based on the 
faithfulness of God, not Abraham. 
4. God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, the son of the promise.  Abraham was obedient and God 
provided a substitute.  Jesus is the substitute Lamb foreshadowed in Genesis 22. 
5. Jesus is the Passover Lamb predicted in Exodus 12.  His blood provides a covering for our sins 
and all who are not covered in the blood will die. 
6. Jesus comes in the line of David and He is the King of kings who will sit on the throne forever. 
7. Jesus is the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53. 
 
Luke 1:30-33  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and His kingdom will have no end.” 
 
Luke 1:54-55  “He has given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His mercy, 
55  As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his descendants forever.” 
[remembered is covenant language] 
 
Matthew 1:1  The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham …. 
Matthew traces Jesus all the way back to Abraham.  This is the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
Abraham laid out in scripture.  The covenants have all pointed to Jesus.  Today, we get to Jesus. 
 
What does Jesus do during His time on earth?  He does a lot – more than we could say in a day, 
a week, or a month – certainly more than we can say in one sermon.  Let’s consider four things: 
 
1. Jesus emphasizes the heart by applying the law to the heart.    
 
The Pharisees developed a formula of obedience to gain the approval of God.  They created a 
religion of outward obedience.  They came up with behaviors to make God happy with them.  
They came up with a way to be righteous without God.  They became self-righteous.  Jesus 
opposed them more strongly than anyone else. 
 



Jesus said this is not about how you look on the outside – you whitewashed tombs!  This is 
about the heart.  You are proud because you have not killed someone?  Have you hated 
someone? (They hated Him!)   Are you proud because you have not committed adultery?  Have 
you lusted for a woman?  Why it is the exact same thing as if you had committed the act!  
 
Jesus, this new law based on the heart – it is hard! Are you serious?   Therefore you are to be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:48)   Why Jesus, that is impossible!!  
Jesus: That is the point.  Stop trying to save yourselves and admit you need a Savior. 
 
Matthew 19:16  And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that 
I may obtain eternal life?”  
 
Jesus says, “Obey the commandments.” Isn’t that the exact opposite of this point?  Look at the 
rest of the story.  The man says, “I’ve obeyed them all since my youth.”  Has he really?  He just 
thinks he has obeyed them all.  The Bible says Jesus loved him.  Jesus tries to save him from his 
self-righteousness.  Jesus starts with the first commandment – have no gods before Me.  Jesus 
said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  
 
He went away sad because he had a lot of stuff.  He would not deny himself to follow Jesus. He 
had not kept them all; he couldn’t keep the first commandment. 
 
2. Jesus calls all sinners to come to Him 
 
Matthew, a hated tax collector, was a disciple.  "When a Jew entered the customs service he 

was regarded as an outcast from society: he was disqualified as a judge or a witness in a court 
session, was excommunicated from the synagogue, and in the eyes of the community his 

disgrace extended to his family." (Lane, Commentary on Mark)  Matthew left a very profitable 
career to follow Jesus.  Matthew had probably collected taxes from some of the other disciples! 
 
Jesus sought out Zacchaeus – Zach repaid everyone he took from. 
 
Jesus calls sinners to Himself.  He calls all sinners.  Jesus called them all to repentance. 
We are not saved from the penalty of our sin so we can continue to live in sin. 
We are saved so we can live for Jesus. 
 
How did Jesus respond to the Woman caught in adultery?  The Law stated stoning was OK.  
Jesus said, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  
Jesus caused the Pharisees to look at their heart instead of her actions. 
 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?” 11 She said, “No one, 
Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you, either. Go. From now on sin no more.” 
Jesus called her to repentance. 
 
Think about this: Jesus was without sin, but He didn’t cast a stone at her.  Ultimately Jesus was 
killed for her. 
 
 
 



3. Jesus paid the debt.   
 
What was in The Ark of the Covenant? 
 
Hebrews 9:3-5  Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of 
Holies, 4 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with 
gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod which budded, and the 
tables of the covenant; 5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy 
seat …. 
 
The Ark of the Covenant held the Ten Commandments – Hebrews calls them the tables of the 
covenant.  The Ten Commandments represent the Law – a constant reminder of our sin – of our 
failure to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect. 
 
Consider the lid to the Ark of the Covenant: There are two cherubim on top of the cover.  The 
space between the Cherubim was the mercy seat.  The High Priest sprinkled blood on the mercy 
seat on the Day of Atonement.  The blood covered the sins of the people revealed by the Law.   
 
The International Bible Encyclopedia explains it this way: The ark contained the two tables of 

stone which witnessed against the sin of the people. The blood of sacrifice, sprinkled on the 
mercy-seat on the great day of atonement, intercepted, as it were, this condemning testimony, 
and effected reconciliation between God and His people. 

 
This sacrifice was made once a year, but was repeated year after year.  Jesus came to be the 
final sacrifice.  He sheds His holy blood to be a sacrifice, a substitute for us, to atone for our 
sins. 
 
Hebrews 9:11-15   But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to 
come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this creation; 12 and not through the blood of goats and 
calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God? 
15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place 
for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those 
who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 
 
Jesus died for us.  He calls for us to die to self. 
We’ve changed the narrative.  We’ve made it Jesus died for us so we can live for self. 
We are to die to self and live for Him. 
 
Luke 9:23  And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 
 
Are you living for self or are you living for Him? 
What part of you needs to die?  What idol in your life do you need to knock down? 



4. Jesus calls us into a relationship with Him. 
 
We try to make it a casual relationship.  “Hey Jesus, want to have coffee?”  “Hey Jesus, I need a 
little help down here!”   
 
Does the Bible paint a picture of a casual relationship?  No, the Bible paints a picture of a 
committed relationship.  The Bible says our relationship is like marriage.  Not marriage in 
America in the 21st century, but marriage in Genesis – Biblical marriage – Covenant marriage. 
 
In Covenant marriage the relationship is more important than either person.  In Covenant 
marriage the husband loves the wife as Christ loves the church and give Himself up for her and 
the wife submits to her husband.  Who are we in this relationship with Christ?  We are the bride 
of Christ.  What is Jesus’ role?  It is to love us and die for us.  Has He done that?  What is our 
role?  To submit to His leadership.  Have you done that? 
 
We rebel against submission don’t we?  Whenever we rebel against submission we are being 
Pharisees. 
 
Where in your life do you need to submit to the love and Lordship of Jesus Christ? 
 
John Cox’s brother, Mark, died when he was 27.  He died suddenly.  John dealt with the death 
of this brother by hanging out with Mark’s friends.  They found that they sometimes dreamed 
about Mark.  When they got together, they shared their dreams.  One friend dreamed that 
Mark showed up at a party.  They were all excited.  “Hey Mark, are you back?”  “I’m not back.  
I’m here to make an announcement.  I’m getting married.”  “Really, I know you always wanted 
to get married.  Who is the lucky girl?”  Mark laughed, “I’m going to marry the Lamb.” 
 
God is calling you into a relationship with Him. 
Will you commit yourself fully to Him? 
 
 
Luke 24:13-27 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, 
which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they were talking with each other about 
all these things which had taken place. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
Himself approached and began traveling with them. 16 But their eyes were prevented from 
recognizing Him. 17 And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging with 
one another as you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 One of them, named 
Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of 
the things which have happened here in these days?” 19 And He said to them, “What things?” 
And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers 
delivered Him to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that it was He 
who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things 
happened. 22 But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early 
in the morning, 23 and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision 
of angels who said that He was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” 25 And He said to 
them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it 
not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then 
beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scriptures. 


