
Let My People Go!                                                March 13, 2016 am 
Exodus 5:1-2  And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, 
the God of Israel, ‘Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 
2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not 
know the Lord, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” 
 
Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice? It is frightening when the leaders of government 
don’t know God. [This year’s election is a reminder that America is not the Promised Land.  
Republicans are not the Chosen People. America’s hope does not lie in a political solution.  We 
are primarily citizens of the Kingdom of God.  Our allegiance is to the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.]  But isn’t this a question for all of us? Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?   
 
Joseph’s family went to Egypt due to a famine.  They stayed because Joseph was popular and 
powerful.  The family grew and multiplied as God predicted.  They became a nation and after 
Joseph died the Egyptians became afraid of the Hebrews and enslaved them.  God heard their 
cries and prepared to bring them out just as he said He would centuries before: 
 
Genesis 15:12-14  Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and 
behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. 13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that 
your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and 
oppressed four hundred years. 14 But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and 
afterward they will come out with many possessions. 
 
1. God came to Rescue His People and Set them Free 
 
God heard their cry, He knew their suffering, and He came to bring them out of slavery.  This is 
an historical event that forever shaped the nation of Israel. It is a picture of great spiritual truth. 
 
Note closely what Moses said to Pharaoh: “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let My people 
go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 
 
Exodus 7:16  ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let My people go, that 
they may serve Me in the wilderness….” 
 
God is not setting them free to do whatever they want.  He is not setting them free so they can 
ask God to bless their plans.  He is setting them free from slavery in Egypt so they will be free to 
serve Him.  
 
We tend to rebel against being a servant, but God is actually inviting us into a relationship with 
Him.  The Hebrews could not enter the Promised Land unless they left Egypt.  We cannot enter 
into a relationship with God unless we are set free from slavery to sin.  God had to act to set the 
Hebrews free from Egypt.  God had to act to set us free from sin.  
 
God does not just offer to set us free, but He is inviting us into a relationship with Him that will 
be the best thing we have ever experienced. 
 
Note closely what Pharaoh said about God: 
 
Genesis 5:2  But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?   I 
do not know the Lord, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” 



Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?  I do not know the Lord … (I will not obey Him). 
Pharaoh’s answer seems so arrogant to us, and in light of the circumstances it is, but remember 
that Egypt had many gods.  Pharaoh had never heard of Yahweh.  Nevertheless God responds 
to Pharaoh’s arrogance and ignorance by introducing Himself through a series of plagues. 
 
2.  God’s Power and Sovereignty Revealed  
 
We will not look at each plague today, but each plague showed the power of God was greater 
than the power of Pharaoh.  Some plagues were direct demonstrations that the power of 
Yahweh was greater than some particular Egyptian god. 
 
Nile to blood, frogs, gnats, flies, death to livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness 
 
There was a pattern: Moses would ask for the people to be able to go worship, Pharaoh would 
refuse, there would be a Plague, Pharaoh would relent and ask for mercy, then he would 
change his mind and harden his heart, and the process would repeat. 
 
Why so many plagues?  God is showing who He is.  The Hebrews have been slaves in Egypt for 
400 years. They need to learn about God. 
 
Who is the Lord?  He is the God who knows the future.  He predicted they would be slaves.  He 
predicted He would bring them out.  He is the God who hears the cry of His suffering people 
and responds.  He is the God above all gods.  He is the God who answers to no man, but all men 
answer to Him.  He is the God who would die for the sins of His creation.  He is the God of love. 
 
3. Passover – The Final Plague – Another foreshadowing of the Cross 
 
Exodus 12:5-8; 11-13  Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it 
from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same 
month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 
7 Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, 
and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs…. 
  
11 Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste—it is the Lord’s Passover. 12 For I will go 
through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments—I am 
the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the 
blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. 
 
The Passover is more than a picture of a people being set free from slavery.  It is a reminder 
that there is judgment for sin.  Judgment is coming and we need protection.  God reveals a 
mini-judgment day.  The Destroyer came.  The distinction is not based on nationality, but 
because of the blood. You are not safe because of where you live. You must be covered with 
the blood! 
 
The message of Passover speaks of sin – not just slavery.  Judgment for sin is coming and we 
need protection. 



Exodus 12:13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see 
the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt. 
 
It is the blood that saves.  It is only the blood that saves. Why was there no death in an Israelite 
home? Death had already come to the houses of Israel -- each house was marked by the blood 
of a lamb.  Death did come to every household.  Israel had a substitute – the death of a lamb.   
 
The Hebrews had to be obedient to God to put the blood of the lamb on the doorpost. They 
could not make their own rules, they couldn't get by because they believed in God, they 
couldn’t be saved by being good enough. Their house had to be covered in the blood. 
 
Years ago a boy and his father were traveling across the prairie.  A prairie fire was sparked, the 
winds were strong and the father knew they could not outrun the fire.  The father stopped the 
wagon.  He took a shovel and dug out a circle and burned within the circle.  Then the boy and 
his father stood in the circle and when the fire came, it passed around them. 
 
The fire passed them by because the ground in the circle had already been burned.  We take 
our stand on the cross because Jesus has already died in our place.  We can’t stand on our 
goodness, we can’t stand in our strength, we can’t stand on family.  We must stand on the cross 
or we will be judged and we will be burned. 
 
The Passover became an annual feast.  There was a meal with unleavened bread, and bitter 
herbs, and a cup of wine.  The story was told and everyone remembered what God has done. 
Jesus gathered His disciples for Passover.  He gave the elements new meaning. 
 
Luke 22:14-15  When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. 
15 And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 
 
Luke 22:19-20   And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it 
to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is 
poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. 
 
A lamb was not mentioned.  There was no need for the symbol of the lamb because Jesus was 
the Lamb.  Jesus was saying, “Tonight, I am the Lamb.”  I am the One the Passover has been 
pointing to for all these years.  It is My blood that will be shed.  It is My blood that will provide a 
covering for you.  You must follow Me.   
 
Who is this Lord?  He is the coming Judge!  He is the God who would die for His people.   
 
“This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” Jesus surrendered to 
go to the cross to die for you, have you surrendered to Him – to live for Him? 
 
“This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. This is the new 
covenant, but it has been in the mind of God from the beginning.  His body was broken, His 
blood was spilled, so that we might become the body of Christ. 


