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Matthew 6 
 
1. Thy Kingdom Come 
 
Our Father … is Loving – He wants what is best for us. 
Hallowed be Your Name: Our Father is Holy, righteous – He knows what is best for us. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come ….   Since You know what is best, and want what is best for us, come and 
reign in my heart and my life.  Come and reign in our world.  Until Your Kingdom is fully realized 
rule where the world intersects with my life. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come: Be the King.  Be my King.  Our Father, the Holy One, Be our King. 
 
Thy Kingdom come … It’s not my kingdom.  Not my kingdom.  I’m not the boss.  I’m a servant.  
Even when I try to be independent, I am serving my flesh and serving with Satan. 
 

We are all going to serve someone, or something. 
 Nothing else, no one else will be as good a Master as Jesus. 
 
Russell Brand on addiction: [I’m not advocating his movies, comedy, or lifestyle. Listen to what 
he says about addiction.  This is taken from a longer quote] 
 
The last time I thought about taking heroin was yesterday….  
 
It is 10 years since I used drugs or drank alcohol and my life has improved immeasurably.  
I have a job, a house, a cat, good friendships and generally a bright outlook. 
 
The price of this is constant vigilance because the disease of addiction is not rational.  
[Brand describes a video of himself he saw recently. Someone made it years ago in an attempt 
to get him to stop using.  It showed Brand using heroin.] 
 
I sit wasted and slumped with an unacceptable haircut against a wall … inhaling fizzy, black 
snakes of smack off a scrap of crumpled foil. When I saw the tape a month or so ago, what is 
surprising is that my reaction is not one of gratitude for the positive changes I've experienced 
but envy at witnessing an earlier version of myself unencumbered by the burden of abstinence. 
… That is obviously irrational. 
 
The mentality and behaviour of drug addicts and alcoholics is wholly irrational until you 
understand that they are completely powerless over their addiction and unless they have 

structured help they have no hope.   End of quote 
 
We all serve a master. Any master, but our Lord Jesus, is a cruel master.  We cannot govern 
ourselves well.  We were not created to rule ourselves, but we were created to serve God.  Thy 
Kingdom Come.  Come and rule in me. 
 
Some of the first words out of Jesus’ mouth when He launched His public ministry were: “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.” Mark 1:15  You have been hearing about 
the kingdom – now it is here.  I am here to do kingdom work and I want you to join Me and 
work alongside Me.  The Kingdom of God encompasses everything. 
 



The kingdom of God that Jesus announces as present here and now is not a religious piece of 
the world pie that God takes a special interest in and enlists us, His followers, to partake of and 
be filled with, a world that specializes in prayer and worship, giving witness and doing good 
deeds.  No, it comprises Everything and Everyone. There is no other world. There are elements 
that are in rebellion against the kingdom. There are parts of the world that are ignorant of the 
kingdom. No matter. What Jesus inaugurates and proclaims is present and comprehensive 
reality.  Nothing takes place outside of the kingdom of God. 
 
When we pray, “Your kingdom come,” we identify and offer ourselves as participants in this 
world in which God rules in love and salvation….  God has never abdicated His throne. Under 
conditions in which His rule is frequently denied, challenged daily, often ignored, we pray, “Your 

kingdom come.”  Eugene Peterson, Tell It Slant, p. 175 

 
2. Thy Will be Done 
 
God has a plan – we can be a part of His plan.  His plan will move forward without us, but He 
wants us to be a part of His plan.  Obviously His plan is bigger than we are – it helps if we 
remember that.  God is often working on more than one level, even within our lives, certainly in 
His Kingdom. 
 
We can’t see all God’s plan, but we don’t have to see it all to have a part in it. 
We trust God for what we cannot see nor understand.   
 
God gives us enough light to follow His will.  He does not usually show us how it is going to work 
out along the way.  We must take the first step without knowing the final destination. 
 
Abraham, go to a place I will show you. 
Moses, tell Pharaoh to let My people go. 
 
Mary, you are going to have a baby.  “But you don’t know the facts of life – I’m a virgin.” 
Mary, you don’t know the facts of the Kingdom. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you ….” 
 
How did Mary respond? 
 
Luke 1:38  And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according 
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 
Mary didn’t know all that was involved, she didn’t understand it, but she in essence said, “Your 
will be done.” 
 
Jesus did understand and He knew what was involved when He prayed in the garden and Jesus 
said, “Not My will, but Thy will be done.” 
Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be Done … is a powerful prayer. 
 
It comes down to trust.  Can I trust God will do the right thing for me?  Will God ask me to do 
anything that is not right for me?  Can I honestly pray, “Thy will be done?”  It is this prayer that 
Jesus prayed in the Garden.  He is not asking us to do something He has not already done.  He 
submitted to the Father’s will when it would be costly for Him, and it saved us.  This is why we 
can trust Him. (Keller) 
 



Without this trust in God, we will try to control our environment and control other people and 
make things the way we believe they ought to be.  Whenever we take control of the ship we 
will ultimately dash ourselves upon the rocks. 
 
We want God to hand us a blueprint and then leave us alone to follow it and make adjustments 
as we see fit.  God desires a real time relationship with you.  God works in you and through 
you as He shapes you and shapes your future all at the same time.  You could not comprehend 
all God wants to do in you and through you if He tried to give it to you in a nice, neat blueprint.  
Life does not work that way.  Life is messy.  The Christ follower lives where heaven and earth 
intersect.  God’s will is for us to walk in faith with Him day-by-day, minute by minute. 
 
3. On Earth as it is in Heaven 
 
The goal is not to make the world a little better.  Jesus does not teach us to pray, “in heaven as 
it is on earth.”  Jesus’ kingdom is not “of” this world.  Listen to what Jesus said when He stood 
before Pilate: 
 
John 18:36  Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, 
then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, 
My kingdom is not of this realm.” 
 
Jesus doesn’t call us to a better version of the world. He calls us into something totally 
different.  His Kingdom is not “of” this world but He is very interested in this world.   
 
“For God so loved ‘the world’ ….”  Jesus loves the world and He wants to save the world, and He 
calls you and me to join with Him and go into all the world. [Matthew 28] 
 
The Kingdom of God is not of this world, but there is no part of this world that is outside of the 
Kingdom.  Some places are in rebellion.  Some places do not know, but God loves the entire 
world and He sends us into the world to share His love, His light, His life. 
 
We are not to withdraw.  We are not to hide out.  We are not to live in a bubble. 
Jesus was attracted to the lost and the lost were attracted to Him.  We are to live like that. 
Our ultimate goal is not to tell the lost how to live, but to tell them about Jesus. 
A rule keeper can go to hell.  The world needs the gospel more than it needs our morals. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven means that we are to close the 
gap between how we live and how God wants us to live.  We fulfill His will by living like Jesus.   
 
We will be more attractive to the world when we live like Jesus. There will be conflict. We will 
have conflict with the world that is in rebellion against God.  We will reach the ones who are 
searching for real help with real problems. 
 
What needs to change in you to close the gap between how you live and how God wants you to 
live?   
Where are you living out “my will be done?”   
Where do you need to surrender to God and say, “Thy Will be Done?” 
 


