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Genesis 16-18 
 
In Genesis 15, God “cut” a covenant with Abram, promising a son. Ten years have passed since 
God first called Abram to leave all behind and follow Him.  Abram and Sarai begin to lose 
patience with God.  They try to make the promise of God come to pass in their way, in their 
power, and in their time. 
 
1. The Danger of Losing Patience with God 
 
Genesis 16:1-2  Now Sarai, Abram’s wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egyptian 
maid whose name was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Abram, “Now behold, the Lord has prevented 
me from bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will obtain children through 
her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 
 
Abram & Sarai try the Hagar method.  It was a legitimate means in their culture, but it was not 
God’s plan.  Because something is OK in our culture, does not mean it is OK with God.  You can 
always find someone to tell you what you want to hear. Abram listened to the voice of Sarai – 
not God.  When God seems slow, we are tempted to listen to someone else. 
When God does not tell us what we want to hear, we are tempted to listen to someone else. 
 
Galatians 4:22-23  For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and 
one by the free woman. 23 But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, 
and the son by the free woman through the promise. 
 
Hagar conceived.  Now it appeared that it was Sarai’s fault she could not conceive. Hagar got 
haughty. Sarai got upset and blamed Abram.  Abram did not intervene. Sarai was mean to 
Hagar and she fled to the wilderness.  God saw Hagar in the wilderness as she made her way 
back to Egypt.  God told her to return. 
 
Gen. 16:13a Then [Hagar] called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God who 
sees.”   God saw Hagar in her distress.   
 
God knows your heart.  Abraham wanted a child so bad.  Abraham was rich, He was powerful, 
He was respected in his world, but he was powerless to get the one thing he wanted most.  For 
years Abram and Sarai tried to have a baby.  Then they tried to “help God” by trying the Hagar 
method, but that was a failure.   
 
It is much better to wait to receive God's help than to try and help Him out in the flesh. 
 
When Abraham listened to his culture, he blew it.  Whenever Abraham listened to God and 
obeyed, he was blessed, his family was blessed, and ultimately the world was blessed.   
 
2. The Sovereignty of God 
 
Genesis 17:1-7  Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. [blameless = whole. God 
wants all of Abraham.  God wants Abraham to fully commit to Him and follow Him completely.] 
2 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply you exceedingly.” 
3 Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, 



4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you will be the father of a multitude of 
nations. 5 “No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; 
For I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come 
forth from you. 7 I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 
your descendants after you. 
 
God said, “I am God Almighty … I will establish My covenant with you.  I will multiply you ….    
God said I will do this.  You do not have to try to make it happen.  Trust Me. 
 
Abraham is 99.  Twenty-four years have passed since the original promise.  God gives him a new 
name.  Abram -> Abraham means exalted Father.  Naming is important to Hebrews.  When they 
named something, it established lordship over them.  Adam named the animals.  God is 
reminding Abraham who is boss. 
 
Abram, you lacked faith.  You did not wait on Me.  You tried it your way and it caused a mess. 
[Many of our complex relationship circumstances grow out of our sin.]  Now I want you to 
submit to Me.  Try things My way. 
 
3. The Sovereign God Sees, Hears, and Knows 
 
Genesis 17:15-17  Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son 
by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come 
from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child be 
born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 
 
God gives Sarai a new name.  God tells Abraham he will have a child with Sarah and Abraham 
falls on his face and laughs. Was it a laughter of doubt?  Was it laughter of joy?  Was it doubt 
that turned into joy? God made it clear that it is Sarah who will bear him a son. Paul notes 
Abraham’s faith: 
 
Romans 4:19-22  Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good 
as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, 
with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, 
giving glory to God, 21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also 
to perform. 22 Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness.  
 
Indeed God is able to perform what He promises! 
 
In Genesis 18, three men visit Abraham. It is clear they are from God.  They ask about Sarah and 
predict the birth of a child: 
 
Genesis 18:9-15  Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “There, in the 
tent.” 10 He said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your 
wife will have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now 
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. 12 Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old 
also?” 13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a 



child, when I am so old?’ 14 Is anything too difficult for the Lord? At the appointed time I will 
return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 15 Sarah denied it however, 
saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid. And He said, “No, but you did laugh.” 
 
Sarah laughed to herself and the Lord knew it. God knows your heart.  He knows your deepest 
desires, He knows your hidden hurts, He knows your private pain.  Sarah tried to deny her 
laughter, but God knew her heart. 
 
God understands the plight of women in the world.  In the pagan culture of OT days, women 
were often treated like property.  But in the early pages of the Bible God sees the pain of 
Hagar, He hears the prayer of Hannah, and He knows the heart of Sarah.  God never treats 
women as second-class citizens.  Our culture is hard on women. 
 
Ann Voskamp tells the story of being at a women’s conference and the singer on stage pulls up 
her shirt revealing a roll of flesh hanging over her elastic waist pants. She says, “I’ve been 
rejected all my life because of my size.”   Ann writes: 
 
She’s standing on a stage and she’s holding out her bare roll of skin, a baring of soul, holding 
out her cellulite. She’s begging us to look in her eyes and why are we looking away?  There 
were thousands of women there sitting under this roof holding out their hearts like empty cups. 
They were right next to me — all these women rejected for the size of their pants, the size of 
their house, the size of their family, the size of their callings, the size of their work. 
Women brushed off because they live too large or they live too small, because there is more of 
them than people know what to do with. 
Because they can’t or don’t or they won’t fit into someone else’s box. 
 

It starts early with girls.  I overheard two mother’s talking about what their elementary school 
daughters wear to school (and what they won’t wear!).  Their school requires uniforms – right 
down to the color and kind of shoes – you would think that would solve the problem, but no, 
little girls can be mean to one another. 
 
We need to start teaching our girls and boys at a young age about their identity in Christ.  When 
they come to faith in Christ, they are a new creation.  They need to know that man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at their heart.  They need to know that their unique 
beauty is a gift from God, but that they are responsible for the condition of their hearts.   
 
It is time for little girls, and young ladies, and godly women to come together to encourage one 
another in the Lord.  It is time to set aside petty differences, and jealous remarks, and tearing 
down one another.  It is time to build up one another.  We will begin in the body of Christ, and 
spread it to cold, cruel, and uncaring world. 
 
Ann Voskamp writes: 
 
We are the women who are the real sisterhood: 
Girls can rival each other. But the Real Sisterhood of Women revive each other.  

Girls can impale each other. But the Real Sisterhood of Women empower each other.  

Girls can compare each other. But the Real Sisterhood of Women champion each other. 
We were made from dust, a bit of earth kissed by heaven, and we are made to be ground 
breakers and peacemakers and freedom shakers. 
 
So you can take your glossy Vogue covers and use them for washing windows because we’ve 
always thought the most beautiful women have dirt under their fingernails and could shake a bit 



of … earth out of their worn and pioneering shoes. 
 
The singer on the stage, she stands there and she says this, her eyes welling, her skin bare 
right there in her hands: “I’ve been rejected for my size — but Jesus takes all of me.” 
 

What if we started a movement where we became advocates for women?  Not the world’s view 
of women?  Not women’s rights, so much as the right of every woman to be the person God 
made her to be?  Not to encourage women to fit into an uncomfortable mold of a broken 
culture, but to fit into the yoke of Jesus who said, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  The 
first woman was created to be a helper – to be a burden bearer, but women must be careful to 
bear the burdens God intends for them because our culture’s burdens will crush them.  But 
bearing God’s burdens will fulfill them. 
 
Ann Voskamp writes again: 
 
We are the women who want the thing God wants — more than we are afraid of it.  
We are the women who know when the love of Christ motivates — the more fearless of 
everything we become. 
We are the women who know real joy is not found in having the best of everything but in trusting 
that God’s making the best of everything. 
We are the women who make our lives about the cause of Christ, not the applause of men. 
We are the women who live to express the Gospel, not to impress the Jones’. 
We are the women who live not to make our absence felt, but to make Christ’s presence known. 
We are the women who know it’s not about us and [it is] all about Jesus.  
 
4. God Gets the Last Laugh 
 
Genesis 21:1-3  Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as 
He had promised. 2 So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the 
appointed time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who 
was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 
 
When God said they would have a child, Abraham fell on his face and laughed. Sarah laughed in 
her heart.  But they did have a baby and God said, “Name the boy Isaac.”  Guess what Isaac 
means?  Laughter.  God gets the last laugh.  Every time they called Isaac’s name they 
remembered the faithfulness of God in the face of their doubt.  After all the bitter tears, in the 
end God gave them all laughter. 
 
Gen 21:6 Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” 


