
When You’re All Shook Up!                          March 15, 2020 am 
Hebrews 12:25-29 
 

25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when 
they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from 
Him who warns from heaven.  26 And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, 
saying, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.” 27 This expression, 
“Yet once more,” denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created 
things, so that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we 
receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to 
God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire. 
 
The Coronavirus has shaken our world. Institutions are shaken. The Sports World is shaken. 
The Stock Market is shaken. People are shaken.  In shaky times it is good to know we are part 
of a Kingdom that cannot be shaken.  Let’s consider four things that cannot be shaken even in 
the shakiest of times.  
 
1. God Can Never Be Shaken 
 
God can shake everything, but He can never be shaken.  God is not stressed.  God is not 
worried.  God is not confused.  God has not lost control.  God has never lost control and He 
never will lose control. 
 
We want to be in control.  We like to think we are in control.  Times like these are a stark 
reminder that we are not in control.  What should we do when we realize we are not in 
control and we are shaken?  We look to the God Who cannot be shaken. 
 
Isaiah 26:3  You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he 
trusts in You. 
 
Psalm 57:1  Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me! For my soul trusts in You; 
And in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge, Until these calamities have passed by. 
 
Psalm 56:3  Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You. 
  
2. The Word of God can Never be Shaken 
 
Mark 13:31  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 
 
Isaiah 40:8  The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
A. Its promises can never be shaken. It has been estimated that there are over 3,000 
promises in the Bible, but not one has ever failed or will ever fail. There are promises for 
every child of God and these become ours when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
B. Its power can never be shaken.  
 
Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.  



 The Word of God has power to convict (Acts 2:37), to convert (John 3:16), to cleanse (I John 
1:9, Psalm 51), to comfort (Matthew 11:28-30), and to counsel (Psalm 73:24), and its power 
will never change. 
 
The world is infected with a virus more deadly than Ebola, flu, or Covid-19.  The world is 
corrupted by sin and Jesus is the only cure.  John 14:6. 
 
C. Its prophecies can never be shaken.    [A, B, & C come from a Bible study by Francis Dixon in the U.K.] 
 
Jesus is coming back one day.  He is going to shake things up and set them right. 
 
When everything is shaken, where do we look for strength?  The Word of God. 
  
3. The Church Can Never Be Shaken out of the Hand of God 
 
Matthew 16:16-18  Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.”   17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you 
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.  
 
The church is built on the foundation of the life and work of Jesus, His death and resurrection.  
Jesus provides a firm foundation in the storms of life. The church lives in the midst of a 
broken world and there are times when the church is shaken, but we are never shaken out of 
the hand of God.  The church has survived war, famine, plague, persecution, the death of her 
leaders and brightest members.  Still, the church continues to stand, prosper, grow, and 
spread the gospel.   
 
The church, our church, will make it through this current crisis.  We will work together; we 
will pray together, we will serve together.  It seems really bad right now, but this coronavirus 
crisis should quickly pass.  Do not be discouraged.  Do not be afraid.  The church is built on a 
firm foundation that is designed to withstand the storms of life. 
  
4. The Child of God can Never Be Shaken if he Stays in Touch with the Unshakeable God. 
 
John 10:27-28  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. 
 
Romans 8:38-39  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
To be honest, this coronavirus pandemic has caught me more than a little off guard.  At first, I 
thought it was overblown media hype.  But I have heard from some people that I trust that 
we need to take it seriously.  It is highly contagious.  A person can be contagious, and yet 
symptom free for days.  There is a real danger of an explosion of cases. There is no treatment.  



Most who get sick from it will recover, but some will die – especially the elderly, and those 
with pre-existing conditions.  How do I lead the church in the face of this kind of threat? 
 
In addition to trying to keep up with Covid-19, my mother had a stroke on Monday and I 
spent over 30 hours this week at the hospital.  She is improving and moved to Wisteria Friday 
for rehab and they promptly established a “no visitors at all” policy.  My mother is amazing.  
She has a great attitude, and her hospitalist told her, “I take more medicine than you do!” 
She is 92, lives alone, drives, cooks for others, and wins nearly every game of Phase 10.  Our 
goal is to get her back home to live independently if possible.  She gets a little better every 
day. 
 
My brother-in-law Darryl had a procedure this week to help drain fluid from his lung which is 
a side effect of his cancer.  He has fought his cancer with a very positive attitude, few, if any 
complaints, and he is still more concerned about others than himself. 
 
John was in Asia Minor on a trip with his seminary and I wondered how he would get home.  
It took him over 24 hours, but he arrived home Saturday night and was asked by the CDC to 
self-quarantine for two weeks. 
 
My retirement account took a hit this week.  I had a procedure to remove a possible basal cell 
carcinoma on Friday.  It is not a big deal, but that was one more thing, and then Saturday I 
made the decision to not have services.  It was a wild week to say the least.  Am I Shaken?  
Shaking?  Shaking my head?  What do I do?  Just preach or practice what I preach? 
 
Ephesians 3:16  I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power 
through His Spirit in your inner being. 
  
I find when I look to God in faith that I am strengthened deep within. Out of God’s glorious 
riches, He has enough power to strengthen all of us. Robert Morgan described it this way: 
 

[In my imagination I see] a great ventilation shaft like a tremendous vertical duct 
reaching from heaven to earth and from the celestial city right into our hearts.  Here 
on earth, the air is poisonous.  The atmosphere is toxic.  But God pumps the 
atmosphere of heaven into the innermost spirits of His people as they trust in Him, 
and the oxygen of heaven revives and strengthens us.  We are filled with His wind, 
with His breath, and with His Spirit. 
 
… we have a constant source of fresh air for our souls, filling us with the Spirit and 
with the pure, fresh, energizing, invigorating, rejuvenating, restoring, revitalizing 
breezes of heaven, direct from God and siphoned into our inner beings. 
 
Just as our lungs are filled with strengthening air, so we’re to be inwardly filled with all 
the strengthening fullness of an omnipotent God.  We are filled with a measure of all 
the fullness of God.  [Robert J. Morgan, The Strength You Need, 175] 

 
God will see us through this time.  There are things that can be gained from this season: This 
is a reminder of how important it is that we meet for worship and fellowship.  This will help us 
learn to communicate better as a church family.  New relationships will be built and old ones 
will be strengthened.  I am encouraged by the words of one of my favorite passages: 



2 Corinthians 4:7-10   But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing 
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every 
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, 
so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  
 
With God’s help, we can bounce back from life’s setbacks.  We can not only survive, but thrive 
in the midst of life’s hardships.  Someone wrote me last night and said, “This is a great time to 
share a message of hope with the world.”  Indeed it is. 


