
Our Lives are Defined by the Choices We Make.                                                    May 1, 2016 am                                                  
Hebrews 11:24-26 
 
I shall be telling this with a sigh  
Somewhere ages and ages hence:  
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—  
I took the one less traveled by,  
And that has made all the difference.   Robert Frost  
 
1. Grown up 
  
Growing up means making tough choices.  It is dangerous to be faced with a difficult choice 
and not be mature enough to make the correct choice.  We see this with teenagers.  We see it 
with adults.  We can grow older without growing spiritually. When the crisis comes 
sometimes we are not ready, and it is too late to get ready. Crises reveal character first.   
Crisis points offer a chance for character development.  We measure our maturity by the 
decisions we make.  No one gets it right every time.  But we can learn to make wise choices. 
 
What do grown up choices look like?  Let’s learn from Moses as we examine more words in 
this passage. 
 
2. Refused 
 
Making choices involves saying “No” to some things.  Moses refused to take the easy way.   
 
It would have been easy for Moses to stay in Pharaoh’s house and remain a part of his family.  
It would have been a life of wealth, power, and pleasure; Hebrews 11 called it the passing 
pleasures of sin.  He would have been serving Pharaoh.  By refusing to be called “the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter” Moses was establishing his identity.  He turned from one identity to 
another. Repentance is when we turn from an identity of sin, to life with Christ as our Lord. 
 
Moses turned from serving Pharaoh to serving God.  Moses refused to spend his life living for 
himself.  Moses refused to miss God’s calling on his life.  Moses intentionally chose to live for 
God -- it was his life’s focus.  Have you made that choice? 
 
Do you live all out for God?  Are you actively for Him?  If you do not intentionally live for 
Christ, you are guilty of the sin Moses refused. 
 
3. Choosing 
 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 
25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin; 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  
 



We have to choose to live for God.  It must be an intentional choice and we have to strive to 
stay on course.  If we just drift along, we will get off course. 
 
Refusing keeps you off the wrong path.  Choosing keeps you on the right path.  
When you choose to obey God, it allows Him to work in you and through you. 
You must choose to follow Christ each day. 
 
Luke 9:23-25 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 "For whoever wishes to save his life 
shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25 "For what 
is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?  
  
Louie Giglio was struggling in the summer of 1981.  Georgia State University had asked him to 
take two quarters off because he was failing.  His GPA was below 1.0.  During his break from 
GSU, he went to a local Community College.  He failed there, too.  It wasn’t that he was not 
smart.  It was that he didn’t go to class and he didn’t try.  At the end of the summer, he was 
driving back to the Community College where he had failed, when he felt God speaking to 
him. 
 
“Louie, you want to be a pastor don’t you?”  “Yes, sir!”  He had been a youth minister and 
loved it.  That was going well in his life.  He blamed his commitment to ministry on his failing 
grades. 
 
God said, “If you are going to be a pastor, you are going to want to go to seminary.”  Yes sir! 
I can hardly wait.  I want to be as prepared as possible!” 
 
God said, “To get into seminary, you are going to have to get an undergraduate degree.” 
 
Louie said for the first time the light came on.  His parents had been trying to tell him, his 
friends had been trying to tell him that he needed to go to class, to study, to try, but he finally 
saw it for himself.  Louie said he got off the interstate, turned around and drove straight to 
Georgia State.  Classes had started four days before.  He went to the Dean’s office and told 
the secretary his story and asked to see the Dean.  She said, “You can’t see him today.”  It was 
mid-morning. 
 
Louie said, “I’m going to sit right here on the sofa the rest of the day.  If he’s got a five-minute 
window anytime today, I’ll be here.”  And he sat down.  He waited and waited and waited.  He 
waited three hours and every few minutes the secretary would look over at him. 
Finally she said, “You have five minutes.” 
 
He prayed as he walked into the Dean’s office.  The dean asked his name and student ID 
number.  He typed into the computer and Louie knew he was looking at his transcript.  The 
Dean’s eyes got big and he muttered, “Wow.  I’m not sure I’ve seen too many like this.” 
 
Louie said he thought it would be better if he started talking first so he said, “I know I’ve been 
a horrible student.  It’s not because I’m not smart.  I haven’t tried at all.  I’ve been totally 
aimless. An idiot. But I need to go to grad school because I’m supposed to be a pastor, and I 



need to get back in school and get my undergraduate degree.  I will change. I will work hard, I 
promise.  Please, sir.  I need to get back into school and on the track of getting my degree.” 
 
Louie said he looked carefully at me, but didn’t say anything more.  He picked up the phone 
and called someone.  By the end of the day Louie was registered and back in school.  GSU was 
on the quarter system.  He took at least 22 hours each of the next four quarters and 35 hours 
in the summer.  He did two years worth of work in a year and a summer and graduated in 
time to head to Fort Worth for seminary. 
 
Louie’s life changed when he made a choice to work hard to get a degree.  Our lives are 
defined by the choices we make.  It is not enough to only refuse the wrong things.  We have 
to choose the right things, too.  Louie’s decision was great, but he had to follow up his 
decision with a lot of hard work and perseverance. 
 
4. Endure    24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter; 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin 
 
Good choices don’t always mean an easy life.  Good choices lead to a meaningful life.  Good 
choices don’t always bear immediate fruit -- often we have to endure to see the good results 
of our good choices. 
 
Moses refused to live with Pharaoh.  Moses refused an easy life.  Moses chose to follow God.  
Choosing to follow God meant Moses would have the burden of leadership.  He would lead a 
rebellious people.  He would wander in the wilderness for forty years.  He would die before 
going into the Promised Land.  Through it all Moses endured.  Why? First of all, Moses led a 
life of meaning and purpose.  It was not easy, but it was meaningful.  Second, Moses 
understood he was living for something larger than himself.   Third, Moses kept his eyes on 
the prize. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:24-25  Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 25 And everyone who competes in the 
games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but 
we an imperishable.  
 
Christians run to win.  When we live for Christ, we will face opposition.  Serving Christ always 
involves work.  It may be work you enjoy but it involves work.  All the Bible characters faced 
hardships.  Abraham struggled and moved a lot.  Joseph spent 13 years in prison.  Daniel was 
exiled and thrown into a lion’s den, and opposed, and threatened. Paul was ship-wrecked, 
bitten by a snake, beaten, and imprisoned many times.  Serving Christ involves endurance. 
Moses kept his eyes on the prize when he was deciding how to live 
 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter; 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the passing pleasures of sin; 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  
 



5. Reward 
 
Egypt was one of the wealthiest nations in the world.  I waited in line for hours in Memphis to 
see the stuff they buried with King Tut.  Why was Moses able to turn his back on all that 
wealth?  
 
Because Moses grew up.  He matured to the point where he could see past the riches of 
earth, down the road to the riches of heaven.  Moses was able to look past the best the world 
had to offer to the best that God has to offer.  Can you see that far? 
 
What if I told you I could show you how to be a millionaire in 30 days, would you like that?  
What if I said, “You will be a millionaire for one day, and after that you will be bankrupt for 
the rest of your life”?    
 
What is 30, 40, 70, 80 years compared to eternity?  Your whole life here is less than one day 
compared to eternity!  Don’t build your kingdom here.  Don’t invest for life on this earth!  
 
I’m not saying life here is not important.  It is very important.  The Bible insists your life after 
death is determined by your life before death. 
 
The door of eternity swings on the hinges of our present life on earth.  No one will slip into 
heaven and blend into the crowd.  Heaven is intensely personal. You must decide now to live 
for Christ.  You must decide now to repent of your sins and follow Christ with your whole 
heart.  Coming to faith in Christ is a personal choice and you have to make that choice before 
you die or Christ returns. 
 
Randy Alcorn says, “Thirty seconds after we die, we’ll know how we should have lived.” 
 
C.T. Studd wrote:   
 

Only one life 
‘Twill soon be past 
Only what’s done 
For Christ will last. 

 
 
Don’t be fooled by what the world has to offer.  God’s primary pay day is in the future. 
What choice for Christ do you need to make today?  How do you need to endure today? 
 
Maybe today you would like to change your identity.  You can stop identifying with the world 
and give your life to following Christ. 
 
 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter; 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the passing pleasures of sin; 26 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  


