
An Unexpected Storm 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 
22 Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, 
while He sent the crowds away.  
 
Jesus had just fed the five thousand.  The disciples were full.  They were happy.  They were 
amazed at the miracle of Jesus.  It had been a long day and they were tired. Jesus made the 
disciples get into the boat to go to the other side. 
 
The boat was home to many of the disciples.  The journey would take about an hour.  It was a 
trip they had made many times.  It would have been a relaxing journey and it was probably 
beginning to get dark as they set out. 
 
The disciples had no idea what was about to happen. 
 
23 After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and 
when it was evening, He was there alone.  
 
Before the feeding of the five thousand in Matthew 14, Jesus had learned of the death of John 
the Baptist.  Jesus wanted to get alone and talk with God, but the people found Him, and He 
taught and then He fed them.  Jesus was still looking for a chance to be alone with God.  We see 
time after time in the gospels Jesus getting away from the crowds to spend time with God.  
Jesus longed for time with God.  Jesus realized He needed time with God.  If Jesus needed time 
with God – how much more do we need time with God?  We need to make this a priority. 
 
How are you using extra time at home?  Are you binge watching Netflix?  Is the TV on for 
background noise?  Do you have your earphones in with music going?  You have an opportunity 
to spend some quiet time with God.  Don’t miss it.  It will take some patience to learn how to 
listen for God.  It will take some persistence to overcome all the distractions.  I want to 
encourage you to spend some time asking God to work in your mind and heart in this season. 
 
Jesus was on the mountain praying.  Jesus knew what was coming before the disciples did.  
Jesus was praying for them while they were in the storm.  Jesus is interceding for you right now.  
Whatever storm you are in – Jesus saw it coming before you did, and He is praying for you now.  
Jesus is not panicked.  If Jesus is not panicked, you don’t have to panic.  Jesus is watching.  Jesus 
is praying … praying for you.  It is a great time for you to talk to Him. 
 
24 But the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind 
was contrary.    
 
You can easily see from one side of the Sea of Galilee to the other.  It is surrounded by 
mountains.  When the wind comes from certain angles it can whip a calm lake into a choppy sea 
very quickly. 
 
The disciples were a long distance from the land.  The wind was against them.  I’ve wondered 
why they didn’t go back.  Perhaps they knew it was not a long journey.  Perhaps they had been 



through storms like this before.  Perhaps they were determined to make it to the other side 
because Jesus told them to go to the other side. 
 
The truth is we can’t go back in time.  I’d love to go back to the time before the Coronavirus, 
but I can’t, and you can’t either.  We have to go forward.  Going forward is not always easy.  
Going forward is not easy when you don’t know what is around the next corner.  I don’t know 
what will happen tomorrow, but God knows, and God is just around the corner.  He will be 
waiting for you when you get there. 
 

25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.  
 
The fourth watch of the night is between 3 am and 6 am.  If they set out at 8 pm and now it is 4 
am, they have been in the boat for 8 hours.  A one-hour journey has taken eight.  They have 
been fighting the wind and the waves.  The disciples have to be exhausted.  It started out as a 
pleasant short little trip across the lake.  Now it seemed like the journey would never end. 
 
Are you caught in circumstances you didn’t see coming and it feels like they will never end?  Let 
this passage encourage you that Jesus sees you, and He is coming toward you in the middle of 
your storm. 
 
26 When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear.  
 
First the disciples didn’t expect the storm.  When the storm came upon them, they didn’t 
expect to see Jesus in the storm.  We expect to see Jesus in church.  We expect to see Jesus at 
happy occasions like a wedding.  We expect to see Jesus in a grassy meadow feeding the people 
and paying attention to the children. 
 
But we don’t always expect to see Jesus in the storms of life.  We feel like we have to just 
paddle harder against the wind.  We have to dig deep and keep on going even though 
everything is against us.  We got into this mess and it is up to us to get out of the mess. 
 
Sometimes when Jesus shows up in the storm, we don’t recognize Him.  We are so afraid that 
we don’t recognize Jesus and we think He is a ghost.  When we are afraid we see things that are 
not real.  We see things that are not true.  When we are afraid we have a hard time seeing 
Jesus. 
 
We	who	are	preoccupied	with	personal	happiness	and	comfort	are	missing	out	on	
discovering	the	greatness	of	God’s	power	to	overcome	circumstances.	Instead	of	offering	
ourselves	to	the	Lord	for	His	purposes,	we	try	to	manipulate	Him	so	that	He	will	help	us	be	
successful,	comfortable,	or	popular.	When	God	doesn’t	perform	accordingly,	we	doubt	His	
goodness	and	power.		[source	unknown]	
 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 
I wonder if Jesus would like to say that to you today.  “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”   
Matthew does not go into detail on how Jesus walked on the water.  He just said that Jesus 
came to them walking on the water.  Jesus came to them in a seemingly impossible way to 
deliver a critically important message.  “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”  



 
Jesus is speaking that word to you today.  What does that mean for you?  Will you allow the 
words of Jesus to change the way you feel?  Will you allow the words of Jesus to change the 
way you approach the storm in your life?  You can know that when the storms of life howl 
against you that Jesus is on the way to be with you in the storm.  Jesus is Lord over the storm.  
The storm cannot stop Him.  The storm cannot keep Him from you.  Jesus is present in the 
midst of the storm.  Look for Him!  Hear Him say, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 

28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”  
 
Why in the world would Peter want to get out of the boat in the middle of a storm? 
Peter wanted to be with Jesus.  Peter was willing to leave the other disciples behind to be with 
Jesus.  Peter was willing to leave the safety of the boat to be with Jesus.  Peter was willing to 
brave the storm to be with Jesus. How much do you want to be with Jesus? 
 
A storm may cause you to do some things you normally would not do. 
Make sure you are moving toward Jesus. 
 
29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus.  
 
Jesus loves an expression of faith in Him.  Jesus has the whole situation under control. 
The wind is howling, waves are crashing, lightning is flashing.  The disciples are exhausted.  They 
are afraid.  They have been fighting this storm for eight hours and all they want is for it to end.   
 
Jesus wants to teach them a few more lessons.  Jesus is not stressed.  Jesus is not worried.  
Jesus has the whole situation under control – and He has from the very beginning.  Remember 
that Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and sent them to the other side.  Jesus sent 
them onto the lake knowing the storm was coming. 
 
Does that mean Jesus is mean?  Was it a cruel trick to send tired men into a storm and then 
wait eight hours to help them?  I think Jesus wanted to teach them something.  I think the 
disciples got all excited when Jesus fed the five thousand and they started thinking, “Man, 
we’ve got it made.  Jesus is going to be wildly popular.  We are going to be popular.  If He can 
feed five thousand with a few fish and loaves of bread, think what he can do for only twelve of 
us.  We are going to eat like kings; we are going to live like kings!  Jesus is going to overthrow 
the Romans, we are going to be leaders, we are going to be famous, we are going to be rich!  
We are going to live our best lives now!! 
 
Perhaps Jesus wanted to give the disciples a dose of reality.  Following Jesus was not going to 
be easy. Sometimes it was going to be really hard, but He would be there for them.  Jesus was 
not sending them into an unknown future.  When they could not see the way ahead, all they 
had to see was Him – and He would be there no matter what. 
 
Before we move on, don’t overlook the fact that Peter got out of the boat and actually walked 
on the water.  Peter did it.  He walked on the water toward Jesus. 
 
 



30 But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!”  
 
Seeing the wind, he became frightened, and began to sink.  Peter was walking on the water, but 
he took his eyes off Jesus, became frightened, and began to sink.  It is easy to condemn Peter 
for being afraid, but haven’t you done the same thing?  I know I have – sometimes several 
times a day. 
 
I stopped looking at the stock market.  It made me afraid.   
I stopped looking at Twitter.  It made me despair. 
I stopped watching the news a long time ago.  It is like looking at the wind – it’s all bad. 
Whenever I take my eyes off Jesus my heart sinks. 
 
I have to turn my eyes back to Jesus.  I have to call out for help – sometimes several times a 
day.   
 
30 But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!”  
 
It was a simple cry for help.  Notice that Peter didn’t try to tell Jesus what to do. 
Peter was helpless without Jesus.  Peter fully understood this and he cried out for help.   
I wonder if it took eight hours for the disciples to realize they needed Jesus.  Have you figured 
that out yet?  How much longer will it take?  How much time do you have left? 
 
Will you fully release yourself to the will of God? 
 
I	recently	heard	this	definition	of	worship:	“Worship	is	submission—total	submission	to	
the	will	of	God.”	Offer	yourself	unconditionally	to	the	Lord,	and	be	willing	to	become	and	to	
do	whatever	he	asks.		[source	unknown]	
 
31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, “You of 
little faith, why did you doubt?”  
 
Peter cried out for help.  How did Jesus respond?  Immediately. Personally. 
 
Jesus immediately answered the cry for help.  Jesus did not make Peter wait, for He had Peter’s 
attention.  Jesus did not step on Peter’s head because Peter had failed.  Jesus reached out and 
took Peter by the hand.  Help came in the presence of Jesus.  The circumstances did not 
immediately change.  The storm did not stop.  But Jesus drew near to Peter. 
 
After Jesus had secured Peter, Jesus challenged him.  Jesus will challenge you.  He wants to 
build your faith. 
 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  
 
Peter’s little faith caused him to sink.  It was not the wind or the waves that endangered Peter. 
It was his little faith. (Clarke)  Our little faith causes us to play it safe, and in the end it puts us in 



danger of missing what God has for us.  Little faith is actually doubting.  Doubting means a 
divided mind.  You can’t decide if you are going to trust Jesus or not. 
 
A divided mind finds it easy to trust Jesus when life is easy and hard to trust Him when life is 
hard.  That kind of faith is no good at all.  That is why Jesus wants to expose it. 
 
Little faith is often found in places where we might expect great faith. 
Little faith is apt to have too high an opinion of its own power. 
Little faith is too much affected by its surroundings. 
Little faith is too quick to exaggerate the peril.  – David Guzik 
 
Jesus wants to grow your faith because little faith is dangerous to His mission and your life with 
Him. 
 

32 When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.  
 
How did they get back to the boat?  Jesus and Peter, hand in hand walking through the storm.  
Jesus would like to walk with you this way through your storm. 
 
Notice Peter’s cry for help did not stop the storm. 
Peter’s cry for help brought Jesus near. 
Jesus’ presence allowed Peter to walk through the storm. 
 
The storm did not stop until they got into the boat. 
Remember the boat did not bring security.  Jesus brought security. 
Jesus could have stopped the storm hours earlier. 
 
“You	Western	Christians	often	seem	to	consider	material	prosperity	to	be	the	only	sign	of	
God’s	blessing.	On	the	other	hand,	you	often	seem	to	perceive	poverty,	discomfort,	and	
suffering	as	signs	of	God’s	disfavor.	In	some	ways	we	in	the	East	understand	suffering	from	
the	opposite	perspective.	We	believe	that	suffering	may	be	a	sign	of	God’s	favor	and	trust	in	
the	Christian	to	whom	the	trial	is	permitted	to	come….	Knowing	this,	of	course,	does	not	
mean	that	our	sufferings	are	not	agonizing.	But	it	does	provide	healing	and	redemption	in	
our	sufferings.”	(an	East	European	Christian)	
 
33 And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!” 
 
The result of the encounter with the storm and with Jesus was worship.  The disciples 
understood Jesus was God and they worshipped Him as He deserved. 
 
We don’t like storms, but storms are not an option in life.  Despair is an option.  Fear is an 
option.  Little faith is an option.  We can outgrow despair, fear, and little faith. 
 
You cannot go where God is not.  Look over your shoulder; that’s God following you. 
Look into the storm; that’s Christ coming toward you. – Max Lucado 


