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Genesis 3:1-11 
 
When God created the universe and made man the crowning of His creation and placed Him in 
the Garden, God said that things were good.  God made Eve to be a helpmate to Adam.  They 
lived in a perfect environment.  They had only one commandment, not ten. God came down 
and walked with them in the cool of the day. 
 
The one rule was to not eat from the tree of Good and Evil.  It was a reminder that God was 
God and they were not.  It was a test of obedience.  Would they trust God?  Would they obey 
God in every area? 
 
All was well until Satan showed up and tempted and deceived Eve. Satan’s message is the 
opposite of God’s message.  If you wait on God, you will go without.  He will deprive you.  He 
will leave you hungry. He does not want what is best for you. 
 
Adam and Eve rebelled against God.  They rejected His promises.  They broke His one rule.  
They committed treason.  Everything changed.  Creation was marred.  The serpent was cursed, 
the woman was cursed, and all women after her.  Adam was cursed, and all men after him.  
Intimacy was broken.  Relationships became hard.  Work became hard for Adam.  The sentence 
for treason was death – just as God said it would.  We are familiar with the curses, but today I 
want to focus on how God reacts and the grace He shows in response to sin. 
 
The encounter between God, Adam & Eve is packed with foreshadowings of grace. 
How does God respond when Adam & Eve sin?  There are the curses.  Sin always  brings 
consequences.  But God also responds with amazing grace.   
 
1. God looks for them.  Where are you?   
 
Instead of crushing Adam and Eve, God comes seeking them.  God longs for the relationship 
with Adam and Eve to be restored.  God pursues them. 
 
God pursues us when we fail.  God pursues us when we hurt. 
 
From John S. Dickerson in I Am Strong: Finding God’s Peace and Strength in Life’s Darkest 
Moments 
 
About seven years ago, my wife whispered to me that she was pregnant with our first child.  
We were both so excited. We were kids really–trying to make our way through a big and 
intimidating world. The thought of becoming parents felt overwhelming, but exciting. 
We hadn’t figured out our marriage yet. Or our future, but somehow, we had created  
something amazing together. In that little person, we knew we had a future that was good and 
promising and full of life. 
 
Things were going really well with the pregnancy. Until a day when I got a phone call in my 
office. I drove home to find Mel balled up on the couch, in physical agony. 
A few hours later, that pregnancy—that life—left her body. 
As we sat there on the couch, it started to thunderstorm outside. In Scottsdale, Arizona– where 
it hardly ever rains. Sometimes reality is stranger than fiction. 
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The thunderstorm knocked out the electricity in our little house. 
We sat there in the dark. Just feeling like the universe was against us. 
I lit some candles to carry around. I made sure Mel had anything she wanted. I felt powerless as 
a husband, longing to alleviate Mel’s pain, but being entirely unable to do so. 
 
I remember going into the tiny downstairs bathroom where Mel had passed the little start of a 
life.  In the flickering candlelight, I could see it wasn’t much bigger than a goldfish. But I could 
discern the beginnings of a head and what would have become her eyes, or his. 
I closed the door—because I didn’t want Mel to hear me crying. I’ll never forget the 
uncontrollable, heaving sobs that overtook me. 
Earlier, when Mel phoned to say what was happening, I told myself I would not feel anything. I 
would be strong for my wife, the rock she needed (or so I thought). But then I found myself 
crumbling, my deepest emotions uncorked by this little thing that could have been. 
In that little bathroom, holding human flesh that no longer possessed a soul, I was physically 
alone. 
But it turned out, I was not entirely alone. 
Jesus describes the Spirit of God as a comforting friend who comes to wrap an arm around us 
in our pain and grief. 
 
Men don’t love crying. At least, I don’t. And in that thunderstorm, with the electricity knocked 
out and the candles flickering, I cried harder than I have ever cried in my life before. Harder 
than I have ever cried since. 
But do you know who was there with me, when I crumpled, alone, onto that bathroom floor, 
with the door locked? 
The One who comes alongside. 
The calming, breathing presence of the living God. The Spirit who comes alongside Jesus’ 
followers in our troubles. 
He doesn’t always still our storms. But He can still us, in the storm. 
 
And in that thunderstorm, in difficulty so unexpected and so unimaginable in the moment, He 
was there, with me.  [end of quote] 
 
God pursues us when we fail.  God pursues us when He allows us to hurt. God is present in our 
failure and in our pain.  God is with us. 
 
I shared this long, difficult quote because it beautifully describes how God pursues us. I shared 
it for another reason: We want to start a support group for those who are struggling with 
infertility.  We have had several couples struggle in this area. Some of these couples want to 
love and support those who are struggling now.  It is often a private struggle.  It is always 
painful.  We want to be very sensitive.  We want to be helpful. If you are interested, call or e-
mail Valerie in the church office or contact Brandi Chancellor: brandichancellor@gmail.com 
 
Genesis 3:15  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her seed; 
He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 
 
The curse on the serpent holds the promise of a Savior. 
 
 



2. I will put enmity between you and the woman. 
 
Why does enmity need to be put between the serpent and the woman? Eve is with Satan.  We 
are children of treason.  Like Adam and Eve, we have chosen the dark side. 

 

God defines the enemy. God is good.  The enemy is bad.  God is holy.  The enemy is evil.  God is 
love.  The enemy hates us.  God is truth.  The enemy is a liar. We can choose to side with the 
enemy, but we will lose out in the end.  The enemy is real, he is present, but he is defeated.  He 
has been declared defeated since the first pages of the Bible. 

 

How is God going to defeat the enemy?  How is God going to make things right?   
 
3. Between your seed and her seed – seed is plural.  It refers to offspring.  Every person will 
be involved in this battle.  It is universal.  Everyone must choose to follow God or the enemy. 
 
He shall bruise you on the head.  He is singular.  For the seed – us – to be saved, there is 
going to have to be a He – a Savior to come.  
 
God will do battle with the serpent.  The serpent will wound Him, but God will crush the 
serpent.  This is a promise of the cross.  God promises a Redeemer -- Someone to destroy the 
destroyer. 
 
4. The first effect of the fall – they felt shame, humiliating self-consciousness.  They hid from 
God.  They made garments of fig leaves.  Man’s attempt to cover his sin is always inadequate. 
 
Genesis 3:21  The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. 
 
Notice how God responds. They have rebelled against God. They have destroyed the world. 
They are hiding.  God does not retaliate. God gives them better clothes.  He made garments of 
skin.  God protects instead of blasting.  Tenderly he responds, “Let me cover you.” 
 
Note that an animal had to die.  Justice is not free.  Blood was shed to provide a covering for 
Adam and Eve.  We are only a few pages into the Bible and some innocent animal’s blood was 
shed to provide a covering.  It is a clear foreshadowing of the cross. 
 
5. There was another tree.   
 
Genesis 3:22-23  Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and 
eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to 
cultivate the ground from which he was taken.  
 
God kicked Adam and Eve out of the Garden.  How is that grace?  
God wanted to make sure Adam & Eve did not eat from the tree of life and live forever. 
 
The world is broken and marred. The worst thing that could happen would be that we would be 
condemned to live forever in a world where we have destroyed God’s way.  It would be horrible 



to live forever in this body.  [The only worse thing would be to live forever separated from the 
presence of God – that is hell.] 
God made sure we would die.  Death frees us from this world so we can be with Him as He 
intended. He makes sure we can experience the life He intended.  At the second coming of 
Christ, God will restore and renew the earth as it was in the beginning … a new heaven and a 
new earth. 
 
6. Eden was guarded by cherubim. 
 
Genesis 3:24  So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the 
cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of 
life. 
 
Notice that God wanted to make sure they did not come back to the Garden.  He stationed 
cherubim there.  Cherubim are not cherubs. Cherubs are cute little child-like angels with little 
baby wings.  The cherubim have a sword of fire.  (Better than a light saber.)   
 
Where else do we see cherubim?  On the veil covering the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle. 
 
Exodus 26:31, 33-34  “You shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine 
twisted linen; it shall be made with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. 33 You shall 
hang up the veil under the clasps, and shall bring in the ark of the testimony there within the 
veil; and the veil shall serve for you as a partition between the holy place and the holy of 
holies. 34 You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the holy of holies. 
 
There was a similar veil in the Temple. What happened to that veil when Jesus died on the 
cross?  It was torn from top to bottom. 
 
The Seed promised in Genesis 3 crushed the serpent.  He removed the cherubim who stood as a 
barrier between man and God.  He stands in place of the cherubim as the Gatekeeper to the 
presence of God.   
 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 
 
Christ is the way back to God, but He does not stand with a sword.  The sword (cross) was used 
on Him so that we might return to God.   
 
John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 
Invitation 
The question still stands: Where are you?  Are you separated from God by sin?  God invites you 
to come home. 
 
Where is the Garden of Eden?  It is gone.  It was neglected and it died. 
What have you done with the Garden entrusted to you?  Are you wasting the life God has 
given you?  Jesus is calling you to follow Him.  Commit your life to Him – to follow Him 



completely. Will your surrender to Him – to His Lordship?  Where are you?  Where are you 
headed if you don’t follow Jesus?   [The idea and some content for this message comes from John Cox] 

 


