
 

DAY 2—Foundation of Love 
Bible Story:  Jesus Chose Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13) 
Point:  Jesus’ chooses to love me. I can’t earn it. 
Younger Preschool Point:  Jesus chooses to love me. 
 

BIBLE STORY   
Matthew was a tax collector and often sat at a booth where people came to pay their taxes. Many people did 
not like tax collectors because they often took more money than they were supposed to. They kept the extra 
for themselves! One day Jesus walked by and saw Matthew sitting at the tollbooth. Jesus said to Matthew, 
“Follow Me.” Matthew got up immediately, leaving everything behind, and followed Jesus. 
 
Matthew hosted a grand banquet at his house. Jesus and His disciples came to the banquet. Many tax 
collectors and other sinners were also at the banquet eating with Jesus and the disciples. When the Pharisees 
(teachers of the law) saw this, they began to complain to the other disciples. They asked why Jesus would eat 
and drink with tax collectors and sinners. 
 
Jesus overheard the Pharisees talking to His disciples. He said to them, “it is not those who are well who need 
a doctor, but those who are sick. For I didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Jesus was not interested 
in how good a person was or how bad. Jesus wanted people to listen and follow Him. 
 

TALKING POINTS 
• Do you know what a tax collector is? 

• Many tax collectors were dishonest and had a bad reputation. 

• Do you like spending time with dishonest people? 

• Even though Matthew wasn’t well liked by people, Jesus chose to spend time with him. 

• What did Matthew do that caused Jesus to choose to spend time with him? NOTHING! 

• Jesus chose to love Matthew! 

• Nothing you do can help you earn Jesus’ love. 

• When you choose to love others like Jesus did, the foundation of love has begun! 

• Read 1 John 4:7-11. These verses will help your child grasp the extent of God’s love. 

• God’s plan for you will continue until Jesus comes back.  

• God wants you to love and serve Him forever.  

• He promises to never leave. That’s the foundation of love! 

 
MUSIC  Build My Life on You   Remain in My Love 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials included:   
1x6 piece of wood 
Rope 
Electrical tape 
Permanent Marker 
Materials you can add: 
Paint, chalk, markers, tools, etc. 
 
 

Every builder has a name! Jesus 

called Matthew by name…let’s 
make a door hanger with our 

name on it. ! Cut the rope to 

whatever length you need and 
stick through holes.  Tie a knot on 
each end and hang! The extra rope 

will be used to make rope rings for 

recreation. 
 

CRAFT   DIY Door Hangers and Rope Rings 
 

 

 

1 John 4:7-11 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 

from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 

God and knows God.8 Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how 

God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 

only Son into the world that we might live through 

him.10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. 

 



 

RECREATION IDEAS 
Construction Cone Ring Toss Make your own ring toss game! Use the rope and electrical tape provided to 
make several small rope rings. Line up and toss them onto the cones! 

• Orange construction cones 

• Rope Rings—rope and electrical tape 
Taxing Coin Drop Give each kid several coins. Challenge them to hold the coin waist high and take turns trying 
to drop it in the bottle to pay their taxes. Parents should take turns too! Whoever pays their taxes first wins! 

• Bottle, Vase, Cup, etc. 

• Coins 
 

MISSIONS Italy with the Worthy Family  

Today the Worthy family is getting ready for a big outreach event. They are stuffing Easter eggs, making a cake and getting 
food to grill out. Easter is a great time for people to ask questions and learn more about Jesus. They have invited a lot of 
families they know to a big Easter egg hunt and a picnic in the mountains. Their hope is that as their friendships grow with 
Italian families the families will ask about Jesus and how He has changed their lives.  

Before the egg hunt Ben and Alessia’s mother tells the people the story about Easter using resurrection eggs. These eggs help 
tell the story of how Jesus died for our sins and rose again. Lots of the kids at the picnic have not heard the story of how all 
their past and future sins can be forgiven if they believe in Jesus. Easter’s all about a new birth, a new beginning. We all sin, but 
Jesus’ love makes us new again.  

The family hosts events like this four times a year. It gives them an opportunity to connect with adults and it’s a lot of fun. 
There are so many wonderful things about living in Italy. One of them is how nobody is in a hurry and goodbyes can take up to 
30 minutes. Relationships and spending time together are a very important part of the culture in Italy.  

Today the Worthys are in a city not too far from theirs where they are planting (starting) a new church. They bring volunteer 
teams here to help them start the church, build new relationships, and make new friends. One of their friends, Patricia, 
recently accepted Jesus into her heart and got baptized. She is a big part of the church plant. The church here is just getting 
started and the Worthys hope is that this church will spread and that there will be many churches in this area. Please pray for 
the church plant and that the people in Italy will know that Jesus loves them.  

Adult Information for Bible Story 
Rarely are people excited to pay what they owe. Jump back in time to Matthew, a Jewish citizen paid by the enemy (Rome) to 
gather taxes from his own people, with full permission to pad his pockets by adding extra charges for personal gain. His circle 
of “friends” included others with the same lifestyle, all generally disliked by everyone else.  

When Jesus approached Matthew’s tax booth, He had already chosen some of His disciples. The only details we have of 
Matthew’s call are that Jesus said, “Follow Me,” and Matthew immediately left everything and followed Jesus. The next thing 
we read about is a dinner party hosted by Matthew. Luke called it a “grand banquet.” (Luke 5: 29) Matthew hosted Jesus, His 
disciples, and those whom he knew—other tax collectors and sinners. The Pharisees were horrified and didn’t mind saying so. 
Jesus quickly answered that He had not come for those who were well but for the sick. He challenged them to think about the 
meaning of the scripture, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” (Hosea 6:6) Jesus knew the self-righteous Pharisees took pride in 
being church leaders and doing all the right things. He emphasize the intentions of our hearts are important to God.  

Other Gospels refer to Matthew as Levi when they recount the story. As Matthew writes his own Gospel, he chooses to call 
himself Matthew. Jews were often known by two or three names. Some commentators speculate that Matthew may have been 
a name given to Levi by Jesus in much the same way Simon was called Peter. Matthew means “gift of God.” After living a life of 
forced payments, a free, treasured “gift” may have had special meaning for Levi, called Matthew.  Matthew did not seek out 
Jesus. Jesus met Matthew where he was. Matthew didn’t earn this chosen spot. Jesus chose Matthew to follow Him. Following 
Jesus gave Matthew the opportunity to see firsthand what Jesus was all about. Jesus’ love changed Matthew. It changes us too. 

Kids carry with them their own life circumstances. In their chose lives, many have already know uncertainties, broken 
promises, and rejection. Use this opportunity to allow God to use you as He continues the good work he started in each child. 


